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TA /ationwide Coin fk Bullion Reserve announces the final release of 2,500 congres- 
/ V sionally authorized, fully backed by the U.S. Government, completely free of dealer 
mark up, $5 Gold American Eagles at the incredible price of only $110.00 each. 

Hlf you had $25,000 in gold in 2001 at $290 per oz you would have over $100,000 at 
II today’s gold prices. Ordering now might be your last chance to own these magnificent 
government issued gold coins at this level. Due to an extremely limited supply we must 
adhere to a strict Emit of ten coins per household, per lifetime, no exceptions. 
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Comanche Nation honors those who fought, died 
and never completely left. ByJeffStoffer 

The Lost Graves of Tarawa 

Hastily buried after one of World War ll's most 
horrific battles, the remains of missing Marines are 
coming home. By Ken Olsen 

Solemn Dignity 

Decades after Pearl Harbor, two USS Arizona crew 
members rejoin their shipmates in a double 
interment ceremony. By Henry Howard 

The Road to Brokesville 

If these simple steps to financial failure sound 
familiar, it's time to change course. Byjj. Montanaro 


A horse-drawn cart carries the 
remains of World War II Marine Sgt. 
Fae Moore to a cemetery in Chadron, 
Neb., on Oct. 6. Moore was killed in 
action at Tarawa in 1943. Photo by Clay Lomneth 
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118 in Gardiner, Mont., 
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cemetery dates to the 

1880s. Photo by Lucas Carter 
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These wartime veterans, working through 14,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national security; 
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DIAGNOSED WITH 

MESOTHELIOMA? 



As former Marines and sailors, we served 
together yesterday. As seasoned attorneys, my 
firm and I will fight for you today. Attorneys at 
Coady Law Firm have successfully represented 
veterans in mesothelioma claims nationwide for 
more than two decades. We've helped veterans 
understand their rights—and secured millions 
for their families in just compensation. 

Trust in the experience and commitment of 
a shipmate who served with you. Contact 
the Coady Law Firm. Receive a FREE, 
no-obligation consultation. 



Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 

Attorney at Law 


$30 Billion 

FROM U.S. COMPENSATION 
TRUST FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR 
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TO DETERMINE YOUR ELIGIBILITY. 

75 Arlington Street, Suite 500 • Boston, MA 02116 • Web: www.coadylaw.com 
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What Adult 
Diaper Companies 
Don’t Want Men 
To Know... 


“Men s Liberty is terrific. I can keep 
doing what I want to do, without 
having to worty about running to the 
bathroom or changing my clothes. 

It is a Godsend. ” - John in Michigan 


MEN'S 



LIBERTY 


Tne Freedom to Live 


Millions of men spend 
thousands of dollars each 
year on diapers, which are 
not covered by Medicare. 
These men are paying 
as much as $300 out of 
pocket each month... Men’s 
Liberty is covered by 
Medicare, most state 
Medicaids, VA/Tricare and 
most private insurance plans. 


Ask if you qualify to 
receive Men’s Liberty. We 
handle all claims and billing 
to Medicare and your 
Insurance provider. 
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Health risks and high 
out-of-pocket costs... 
men are unaware of 
Liberty’s healthier 
alternative! ** 


The Diaper Dilemma 

Urinary incontinence affects more 
than 4 million men in the United 
States of all ages. Diapers trap 
moisture, causing UTIs, discomfort 
and injury rates up to 38%. 

Men’s Liberty Alternative 
There has not been a confirmed 
UTI or serious skin injury caused 
by Men’s Liberty, after more than 
3.5 million sold. This is a non- 
invasive, external product that 
allows men to improve their 
lifestyle at work and quality of 
time with family. 

CALL TODAY AND RECEIVE 
A FREE WEEK'S SUPPLY 
WITH YOUR ORDER! 

1-800-814-3259 

PROMO CODE: 
AML0517 

Hablamos Espahol 


MENS 

LIBERTY 



the Freedom to Uv 


www.GetMensLiberty.com 



NATIONAL COMMANDER 
PUBLISHER 
EDITOR 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
OF MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
MANAGING EDITOR 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR 
DISPATCH EDITOR 
ASSISTANT WEB EDITOR 
BURNPIT EDITOR 
VISUAL TEAM MANAGER 
MEDIA DESIGN SPECIALIST 
SR. VISUAL MEDIA SPECIALIST 
VISUAL MEDIA SPECIALIST 
PRODUCTION MANAGER 
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 


Charles E. Schmidt 

The American Legion 
Jeff Stoffer 

Henry Howard 
Matt Grills 
Laura Edwards 
Julie Campbell 
Steve Brooks 
Cameran Richardson 
Andy Proffet 
MarkSeavey 
Holly K. Soria 
Celesta Tbrok-Lee 
Lucas Carter 
Clay Lomneth 
Tony Heath 
Alan W. Dowd 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
CHAIRMAN 
VICE CHAIRMAN 
COMMANDER'S 
REPRESENTATIVE 
CONSULTANTS 


Walter W. Ivie, Austin, Texas 
James C. Morris, Cardington, Ohio 

Terry D. Lewis, Philadelphia 
Rodger A. Bennett, Thawville, ill. 
Robert A. Corrigan, Bronx, n.y. 
Albert W. Coughlin, Park Ridge, III. 
Jerilyn Strande, Cottonwood, Ariz. 


MEMBERS Roger H. Anderson, South Windsor, Conn. 
Richard A. Baxter, Palisade, Neb. 

Thomas A. Fernlund, St. Cloud,Minn. 

C. Jacob Greeling, Bella Vista, Ark. 

Paul L. Greer, Leesville, La. 

James A. Johnson, Gordo, Ala. 

Paul M. Kennedy, Pittsburgh 
Doug Malin, WestHaverstraw, N.Y. 

Larry J. Marcouillier, Harrington, Del. 
Susan B. Mason, Sorrento, Fla. 

Silas M. Noel, Frankfort, Ky. 

Norman J. Nuismer, Nashville, Tenn. 
James Albert Owen, Appomattox, Va. 
Willis J. Pritchard, Oakes, N.D. 

Raymond J. Samko, Worcester, Mass. 
Richard Schloendorn, Scranton,Pa. 
David E. Shafer, Dixon, Mo. 

David L. Sharber, MountVernon,Ind. 

Terri L. Shelefontiuk, Lakewood, Colo. 
George J. Sinkewitz, Huntington, W.Va. 
Frank C. Ward, Greer, S.C. 

Mark A. Weinmann, Canton, S.D. 

Danny K. Wiley, Leavenworth, Kan. 
Robert F. Woodruff, Marietta, Ga. 


NEC LIAISON Randall Coffman Chairman, Russellville, Ky. 
COMMITTEE Dennis C. Haas, Reynoldsville, Pa. 

Francis W. McCurdy, Denver 
Kenneth J. Rynes, Jr., Richland Center, Wis. 
Janet M. Wilson, Antioch, Calif. 


ADVERTISING 


advertising manager Diane Andretti 

ASSISTANT ADVERTISING 

manager Chris Elliot 


CONTACT 


ADVERTISING SALES 

NEW YORK 
DETROIT 
CHICAGO 
LOS ANGELES 


The American 
Legion Magazine 
P.O. Box 7068 
Indianapolis, IN 46207 
James G. Elliott 
Company, Inc. 
(917)421-9055 
(312)348-1203 
(312)348-1203 
(213) 596-7215 


Copyright 2017 by The American Legion 
The American Legion (ISSN 0886-1234) is published monthly 
by The American Legion, 5745 Lee Road, Indianapolis, IN 46216. 
Periodicals postage paid at Indianapolis, IN 46204 and additional 
mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The American Legion, 
Data Services, P.O. Box 1954, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

Canada Post International Publications Mall (Canadian Distribution) 
Sales Agreement No. PM40063731. Return Undeliverable 
Canadian Addresses to: Station A, P.O. Box, Windsor ON N9A 6J5. 
Re-entered second-class mail matter at Manila Central Post Office 
dated Dec. 22,1991. 



Printed in USA 

Member Audit Bureau of Circulations 











VET VOICE 


The Magazine for a Strong America 


HOWTO CONTACT US 
ADDRESS CHANGES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 
CUSTOMER ( 800 ) 433-3318 
service cs@legion.org 

The American Legion 
Data Services 
P.O. Box 1954 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

For change of address by mail, attach old address 
label, provide new address and membership number. 

ARTICLE PROPOSALS 

MAGAZINE ( 317 ) 630-1298 

magazine@legion.org 


NATIONAL 

HEADQUARTERS 

AMERICAN LEGION 
MAGAZINE 
EMAIL 
TELEPHONE 
WEBSITE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 


( 317 ) 630-1200 

700 N. Pennsylvania St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
P.O. Box 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 
magazine@legion.org 
(317) 630-1298 
www.legion.org 
Free with membership 
Non-members: $15 
Foreign: $21 

Post-sponsored and widows: $6 
Single copies: $3.50 


MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN LEGION 

Veterans who served at least one day of active military duty 
during wartime, or are serving now, are potentially eligible 
for membership in The American Legion. Members must 
have been honorably discharged or still serving honorably. 
eligibility Aug 2,1990 - current 
DATES OF Dec. 20,1989-Jan. 31,1990 
MILITARY Aug. 24,1982-July 31,1984 
SERVICE Feb. 28,1961 - May 7,1975 
June 25,1950 - Jan. 31,1955 
Dec. 7,1941 - Dec. 31,1946 
April 6,1917-Nov 11,1918 
(Merchant Marines who served 
from Dec. 7, 1941 to Dec. 31, 1946, 
are also eligible.) 

TO join Membership Division 

membership@legion.org 
(317) 630-1321 
www.legion.org 

PROGRAM CONTACT INFORMATION 
VETERANS AFFAIRS (202)861-2700 
& rehabilitation VA&R@legion.org 
VETERANS EDUCATION 202.861.2700 

& employment VE&E@legion.org 
FAMILY SUPPORT (800) 504-4098 

network familysupport@legion.org 
CITIZENS FLAG (317)630-1384 
alliance cfa@cfa-inc.org 

www. legion .org/fl a g 
LEGION RIDERS (317)630-1265 

www.legion.org/riders 
legionriders@legion.org 
(317) 630-1249 
baseball@legion.org 
www.legion.org/baseball 
BOYS NATION (317) 630-1207 

boysstate-nation@legion.org 
(317) 630-1249 
juniorshooting@legion.org 
(317) 630-1249 
oratorical@legion.org 
(877) 699-2654 
www.usaa.com/legion 
BLOOD PROGRAM (202) 263-2993 

www.legion.org/security/blood 
SCHOLARSHIPS & CHARITABLE TRUSTS 
(317) 630-1212 
scholarships@legion.org 
(317) 630-1202 


AMERICAN LEGION 
BASEBALL 


JUNIOR 
SHOOTING SPORTS 
NATIONAL 
ORATORICAL CONTEST 
USAA 


(317) 630-1202 
www.cwf-inc.org 
(317) 630-1376 
ia@legion.org 


AMERICAN LEGACY 
SCHOLARSHIP 
AMERICAN LEGION 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
CHILD WELFARE 
FOUNDATION 
NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY FUND 
AMERICAN LEGION MERCHANDISE 

ORDER PLACEMENT (888) 453-4466 
and catalog emblem.legion.org 
requests emblem@legion.org 
AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY 

AMERICAN LEGION (317)569-4500 

auxiliary www.legion.org/auxiliary 
SONS OF THE (317)630-1200 
American legion www.legion.org/sons 



'Growing Veterans 7 

I can relate to Ken Olsen's article (March) in a very personal way. Within a 
year of returning from my service in Vietnam with the Big Red One, I married 
and began to raise a family. Then the wheels started coming off with bad 
dreams. I didn't know what was happening and certainly knew nothing of 
PTSD. I sought help from a doctor who took me back to my childhood, but was 
unsuccessful at finding what was at the heart of the problem. 

My Italian grandmother, who had always raised a garden, asked if I would like 
a few tomato plants. I was reluctant at first, but I planted them and was on my 
way to healing. It grounded me. Today, 50-plus years later, I still raise vegetables 
and have ventured into hybridizing daylilies. There's a sense of peace and 
satisfaction. 

I offer my congratulations to Chris Brown and the team at Growing Veterans. 
They're doing wonderful work. 

- Blair T. Smoulder, Warren, Pa. 


I was “tickled green” to see 
this article. In 1996, I created a 
community garden in Cleveland 
with a veterans memorial area. 

I tried early on through the 
Wade Park VA to ask other 
veterans to join in, but it 
ignored my requests. For 21 
years, I persevered in this 
gardening program and handed 
the reins over last summer. We 
received city awards several 
times, and I’m glad to say it’s 
still going strong. 

I know that dirt therapy 
works well, and I also do 
sewing therapy. Stabbing a 
needle into fabric is therapeutic. 
Too bad our hospitals don’t offer 
that, too. 

-Janice Lascko, Cleveland 


7 A Lifetime of Healing 7 

I enjoyed the article on Father 
Phil Salois (March). A Navy 
veteran during the Vietnam 
War, I grew up in Attleboro, 
Mass., and visited the La Salette 
shrine many times. Father Phil 
is an inspiration to all veterans, 
as he kept his word to God. 

- Gary A. Pouliot, Attleboro, Mass. 

In addition to his many other 
offices, Father Phil is national 
chaplain of Vietnam Veterans of 
America, and I have met him at 
two VVA national conventions. 
He is a most remarkable man 
with a most remarkable story, 
and I feel all the richer for 
having encountered him. 

- Timothy M. Siggia, East Hartford, Conn. 
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Benefits for Guard and reserves 

I am a retired command chief 
master sergeant for the Air Force 
Reserve, 30 years removed, and 
still see issues of discrimination 
persist for members of the Guard 
and reserve. I filed for education 
benefits from VA in 1970, and 
VA’s response was that I was 
ineligible because my orders said 
active duty for training, although 
I was in and out of Vietnam 
between 1966 and 1975. 

After 38 years and much 
frustration and aggravation, 

I finally got VA to provide 
disability for my prostate cancer, 
but it took a congressman and a 
sharp county veterans service 
officer to break the logjam. 

When I served at Air Force 
Reserve headquarters as the 
sixth command chief, I decided 
to correct this injustice and 
made contact with numerous 
congressional delegations and 
representatives, to no avail. 
Although our outgoing president 
and Congress made reserve and 
Guard members “veterans,” it 
has had no bearing with VA 
bureaucrats. 

Somehow and some way, 
Congress needs to pass a bill 
that will include members of the 
Guard and reserve as veterans 
for VA benefits, regardless of the 
length of tour or verbiage in 
their orders. 

- Richard E. Russell, Crestview, Fla. 

When George Washington was 
assembling his army, he had no 
standing force with which to 
begin. Militias were put together 
from various colonies, and these 
volunteers had lives that dictated 
the length of their service. 


Though some had to leave at 
planting time or harvest time, 
many stayed on. The sacrifices 
were great and the reward was 
even greater. We have a great 
nation founded on freedoms 
citizens of no other nation can 
claim. Washington did his best 
to ensure that every volunteer 
was rewarded for his or her 
service to our fledgling nation. 

In the 21st century, we have 
left that behind. So many do not 
know the sacrifice of being in 
the reserve or Guard. When our 
nation calls, these young patriots 
are quick to respond. They ask 
only to be treated the same as 
their fellow servicemembers. 

I feel it is time for a change. 

If a young man or woman 
joins the National Guard or 
reserve force, he or she should 
be eligible for full benefits after 
one year of affiliation with a 
unit. This means 100 percent GI 
Bill for everything. On the active 
side, all of the GI Bill should be 
theirs from the day they report 
to recruit training. 

It will cost money, but if I had 
to choose between wasting 
money on a testament to man’s 
stupidity or showing our young 
servicemembers that we are 
committed to taking care of 
them, the choice is easy. 

-James Dawson, Elwood, Ind. 

'A Heart for The American 
Legion' 

I have read and reread Jeff 
Stoffer’s article about Jeremy 
Ehart and his wife Kristy 
(February). I am with Alamo 
Detachment 315 of the Marine 
Corps League in San Antonio, 
and we have a program that tries 


to assist wounded Marines and 
Navy corpsmen who are patients 
at Brooke Army Medical Center. 

My wife Shirley and I visited 
with Jeremy and Kristy several 
times while he was recovering 
from his burns. We spent several 
hours talking to Kristy about 
what they needed and how we 
could help them. They said that 
what they really wanted was a 
Bible for each of them to read. 

We went out and purchased each 
of them a white Bible. 

I am glad to see both of them 
are doing so well after Jeremy’s 
accident. I always wonder how 
those who have been patients at 
Brooke are doing now, and hope 
they and their families are 
getting the support they need. 

- Robert Otto, San Antonio 

Youth Police Camp 

Thank you for the article by 
Steve Brooks (Rapid Fire, March) 
about this program. It seems 
clear to me that adapting this 
program for high schools across 
the country would teach obvious 
lessons about the nature and 
importance of law enforcement, 
the kinds of careers it offers, 
respect for police, and how 
police support communities. It 
should make recruitment of 
police officers easier. 

- Paul Kessler, Notre Dame, Ind. 

Editor’s note: The March “Focus 
on Finances” column (“How 
USAA Eligibility Has Evolved,” 
Rapid Fire) failed to mention that 
USAA welcomed Coast Guard 
officers in 1928. Today, all who 
serve or have served honorably 
in the Coast Guard are eligible 
for USAA membership. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 


Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 

The American Legion Magazine , P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 
magazine@legion.org 
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U.S. MILITARY WAR VETERAN 

BIRTHSTONE RINGS 

Featuring Your War Medal & Ribbon, War Memorial, Service Emblem & Personal Birthstones or Diamonds 
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CHOICE OF BIRTHSTONE: Names refer to color. Stones simulated for consistent size and color. Optional: Eight 2 PT genuine Diamonds available. See order form for details. 


JANUARY FEBRUARY 


AQUAMARINE WHITE ZIRCON EMERALD ALEXANDRITE RUBY PERIDOT 


SAPPHIRE ROSE ZIRCON GOLDEN SAPPHIRE BLUE ZIRCON 


FORFASTEST SERVICE CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 1 -800-255-3048 

Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm EST. Have Credit card and ring size ready when ordering. 


WORLD WAR II ; 

Shown with two Jima V. 
Memorial and Rubies 




W e proudly present our Exclusive United 

States Military War Veteran Service Rings 
as powerful reminders of the 
bravery and sacrifice made by so 
many who served during these 
terrible conflicts. 

The top of the ring features a 
SOLID 10KT GOLD Service 
Emhlem set against a background 
of gleaming hlack enamel. Eight 
of your personal hirthstones flank 
your Service Emhlem completing 
the dramatic ring top. 

One shank features your War 
Medal/Rihhon in official colors. The 
other shank the War Memorial 
(WWII, Korea, Vietnam) or an additional 
Service Emhlem. 

VIETNAM SERVICE 

Shown with Official Army Logo 
and Garnet Birthstones 
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Each ring is custom-crafted in New England hy 
America's finest maker of Military "Honor 
Rings," with solid 10KT gold Emblems, 
solid Sterling Silver ring bodies richly 
detailed in 24KT antiqued gold and 
smooth inner bands. Our rings are never 
hollowed out! Your initials 
and year dates of service 
are engraved inside to 
permanently mark your ring. ■ 


Thank you” priced at a remarkably low 
$239* (f Optional genuine Diamond rings 
are $ 3 8 9*.) An affordable payment plan is 
available. See order form for details. Your 
satisfaction is guaranteed or you may 
return your ring within 30 days for 
replacement or refund — no questions 
asked. So, order yours today! 

YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO WEAR 
THIS EXCLUSIVE WAR VETERAN SERVICE 
RING TO HONOR YOUR PLACE IN HISTORY. 


Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Rings, Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 ORDER BY MAY 12TH FOR FATHER'S DAY DELIVERY! 


□ YES. I wish to order my War Veteran Service Ring personalized as follows: 

WAR SERVICE: □ WWII □ Korean Service □ Vietnam Service 

□ Desert Storm □ Iraq □ Afghanistan (notshown) 

SERVICE BRANCH: □ Army □ Navy □ Air Force □ Iwo lima Memorial 

□ Coast Guard Not shown: □ Merchant Marine □ Navy Seal □ Seahee 


SHIPPING ADDRESS m cannot ship to p.o. Boxes) Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 
Name_ 

Address_ 

City_State_Zip_ 


Initials Desired (3): 


Service Yrs: _ to 


Ring Size: _ (Use ring sizer below or consult jeweler) BirtllStone Mo. (1): _ 

□ f I prefer all Diamonds for an extra $ 15 0* added to my first payment. 


I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in 4 monthly installments of $59.75* 
each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. 
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RING SIZE GUIDE 

CUT THIS OUT CAREFULLY 

USE AS SHOWN ON FINGER 


Phone # (_)_ 

In case we have a question about your order 

Email_ 

So that we may notify you of your order status 

* Plus $19.95 for processing, shipping & handling. 

By federal law, licensing fees paid to the U.S. Army for the use of its trademarks provide support for the Army® Trademark Licensing Program, 
and net licensing revenue is devoted to U.S. Army Morale, Welfare and Recreation programs. 

Neither the U.S. Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, nor any other component of the Deportment of Defense hos approved, endorsed or authorized this 
product. At this time we ore unoble to offer o Marine Corps ring. ,-, 
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FOR MORE FINE MILITARY RINGS & WATCHES VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM 
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National Commander 
Charles E. Schmidt 


Wear poppies to honor the fallen 


During this special month of May, we take time to honor and 
remember those who never came home. For Medal of Honor recipient 
Florent “Flo” Groberg, his thoughts turn to Command Sgt. Maj. Kevin 
Griffin, Maj. Thomas Kennedy, Maj. Walter Gray and Ragaei Abdelfattah, 
a volunteer with the U.S. Agency for International Development. 

Groberg received the Medal of Honor for intercepting a suicide bomber 
in Afghanistan on Aug. 8, 2012, an attack that killed those four men. 

“For the rest of my life, I made a dedication that I would live for 
them,” Groberg said. “I would live for their families. I would wake up 
every single day and do whatever I can to earn that right to be on this 
earth, that I earn the right to wear this medal around my neck that does 
not belong to me. It belongs to my brothers who never came home. It 
belongs to their families. It belongs to you. It belongs to the 
United States of America, our flag and every individual - 
military and otherwise - who put their lives on the line.” 

One does not have to wear the nation’s highest award 
for valor to properly honor those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice so others could live in freedom. In fact, the entire 
American Legion Family is asking all Americans to honor 
these heroes on National Poppy Day, May 26, 2017. 

We encourage all veterans, servicemembers and patriotic citizens to 
wear or display a poppy on National Poppy Day to remember our fallen 
and support the living. National Poppy Day, of which the Boeing Co. is a 
premier sponsor this year, broadens a tradition that began in 1920, when 
the poppy became an official flower of the Legion Family. 

Just like the Legion, the history of the poppy as a symbol dates back 
nearly a century. In the aftermath of the Great War, the flower flourished 
in Europe and came to represent the sacrifices made by U.S. troops and 
millions of others who struck a blow to tyranny. 

Since that time, the American Legion Auxiliary has become known for 
its work distributing poppies, as a way to remember our nation’s fallen 
and raise funds to help veterans and active-duty military personnel with 
medical and financial needs. This year we ask the entire American 
Legion Family to expand these efforts by promoting National Poppy Day 
in communities across the country. 

The Legion has outlined several ways that Legion Family members 
can engage their local communities, generate media attention, and raise 
money for programs that provide lifelong support to servicemembers, 
veterans and their families. Go to www.legion.org/poppyday for a full 
guide to how you can get involved in National Poppy Day. 

By wearing poppies on May 26, we honor every U.S. servicemember 
who has given his or her life in the name of liberty, freedom and 
democracy. At the same time, by wearing this simple red flower, we 
show our support for veterans of generations to come. 

Florent Groberg will be wearing a poppy to honor his friends. I will be 
wearing one to honor some heroes who are special to me. Who will you 
honor by wearing a poppy? 





MEMORANDA 

SPRING MEETINGS 

The National Executive Committee 
will meet at American Legion 
National Headquarters in 
Indianapolis May 10-11. Follow the 
meetings at the Legion's national 
website and on social media. 

© www.legion.org 
© www.legion.org/media 

COMMANDER'S CHARITY FUND 

National Commander Charles E. 
Schmidt's fundraising project is to 
raise money for service officer 
training and Temporary Financial 
Assistance (TFA) for needy families 
with children at home. 

Schmidt has set a goal of raising 
$1 million for service officer 
training and $1 million for TFA prior 
to the 99th National Convention in 
Reno, Nev., in August. Make a 
tax-deductible donation online at 
www.legion.org/donate, by 
calling 1-800-433-3318, or by 
mailing a check payable to 
American Legion Charities (write 
"Commander's Charity Fund" on 
the memo line) to The American 
Legion National Headquarters, 
5745 Lee Road, Indianapolis, IN 
46216. 
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ke care of our own 
it’s the American Way! 





$ 25,000.00 

in whole life insurance and enjoy... 


Get 
up to 


FREEDOM from worry - knowing 

your family has the protection they need to 
cover your final expenses or outstanding debt. 

FREEDOM from high rates - 

guaranteed to never increase! And benefits 
will never decrease. (See our affordable 
monthly premiums below.) 


FREEDOM to choose the amount 

of protection you want — $3,000.00, 
$5,000.00, $10,000.00 or $25,000.00.* 

FREEDOM from answering 

intrusive health questions or taking a 
medical exam — these are guaranteed 
issue policies for people 45-85*. 


Plus, your benefits double if death is due to an auto accident. 


There’s NO OBLIGATION so call today. 

1-844-634-4236 

or visit www.MutualOmaha-Legion.com 



MuTuaiyOmoHa 


United of Omaha Life Insurance Company 
Companion Life Insurance Company 

Mutual of Omaha Affiliates 



This is a solicitation of individual insurance. A licensed insurance 
agent/producer may contactyou by telephone. These policies 
contain benefits, reductions, limitations, and 
exclusions to include a reduction in death benefits 
during the first two years of policy ownership. Whole 
life insurance is underwritten by United of Omaha Life Insurance 
Company, 3300 Mutual of Omaha Plaza, Omaha, NE 68175 which 
is licensed nationwide except NY. Life insurance policies issued in NY 
are underwritten by Companion Life Insurance Company, Hauppauge, 
NY 11788. Each underwriting company is responsible for its own 
financial and contractual obligations; and shares a financial interest 
with the American Legion, in this program. Policy Form ICC11L059P 
or state equivalent (7780L-0505 in FL, 828Y-0505 in NY) 

*Age eligibility and benefit amounts may vary by state. 
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"Involvement and growth - 
that's what The American 
Legion is all about." 

See an extended interview and video 
with Randy Kemp online: 
www.legion.org/magazine 

See an archive of past interviews: 

www.legion.org/iamlegion 



RANDY KEMP . 'iA 



It was a simple question: When's the parade? 

For years, members of Gallatin American 
Legion Post 14 in Bozeman, Mont., had led an 
annual Memorial Day ceremony at an area 
cemetery. But in 2010, a local resident's appetite 
for a bigger observance inspired them to 
restart a parade after a 30-year hiatus. 

Post 14 Adjutant Mark "Randy" Kemp led the 
effort to resurrect and sponsor the event. Now, 
every Memorial Day, up to 10,000 onlookers jam 
the sidewalks, which are lined with 84 U.S. flags 
set up by post members earlier in the day. 

"They are cheering and hats are coming off 
when the colors go by," Kemp says. "It's 
changed the community's patriotism ... 5- and 
6-year-old children seeing their dads with their 



hands over their hearts as the flag goes by, or 
saluting the flags or taking their caps off. That's 
telling these kids that this is a special day. And 
Memorial Day is a special day." 

Meanwhile, Post 14 continues to organize the 
Memorial Day ceremony, in addition to placing 
2,500 flags at veterans' gravesites. 

"I knew a lot of those veterans," says Kemp, a 
Bozeman native. "I grew up with some of them. 
Those men and women who have passed on 
before me - that's what makes me want to 
continue to do this. I'm doing it for them." 

- Henry Howard 


BRANCH OF SERVICE Army (1971-1995) 
MILITARY JOB Military police 
RANK Master sergeant 

AMERICAN LEGION POST Gallatin Post 14, 
Bozeman, Mont. 

YEARS IN THE LEGION 19 

LEGION ACTIVITIES 

■ Post adjutant (2009-present) 

■ District adjutant (2013-2015) 

■ District vice commander (2015-2016) 

■ District commander (2016-present) 

■ Department Children & Youth chairman 
(2013-2014) 

■ Department convention chairman 
(2013-2014, 2015-2016) 

■ Department sergeant-at-arms 
(2012-2013) 

■ National Membership & Post Activities 
Committee member (2011-2014) 


Photo by Lucas Carter 
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U.S. MONEY 

RESERVE 




MINTED AT 

WEST POINT 


1/10-ounce Gold American Eagle 

OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT-ISSUED GOLD COINS RELEASED BELOW-COST 

Nothing is more American than solid U.S. government-issued gold coins. That’s why U.S. Money Reserve proudly 
offers you one of the best gold deals in America. Now you have the opportunity to purchase solid Gold American 
Eagle Coins completely free of dealer markup at our below-cost price of only $125! Made from gold mined right 
here in America, Gold American Eagle Coins are fully backed by the U.S. Government for weight, content and 
purity. Call now to take advantage of this rock-bottom guaranteed pricing for up to 30 days or while supplies 
last. It’s time to protect your hard-earned savings by owning physical, U.S. legal tender gold coins. Do not delay. 


1 u 

.S. GOV’T ISSUED GOLD COIN 

$125 

5 U 

.S. GOV’T ISSUED GOLD COINS 

$625 

10 U 

.S. GOV’T ISSUED GOLD COINS 

$1,250 


BELOW-COST PRICING 

$125 


Special Arrangements Can Be Made for Gold 
Orders Over $50,000. 


PER GOLD COIN 

ONE OF THE BEST GOLD DEALS AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN CITIZENS 

GALL NOW: 1-855-406-7214 


Vault Code: 
AL63 


MADE IN 
AMERICA. 


Y 


© 2017 U.S. Money Reserve. The markets for coins are unregulated. Prices can rise or fall and carry some risks. The company is not affiliated with the U.S. Government and the U.S. Mint. 
Past performance of the coin or the market cannot predict future performance. Special offer is strictly limited to only one lifetime purchase of 10 at- or below-cost coins (regardless of price paid) per 
household, plus shipping and insurance ($15-$35). Price not valid for precious metals dealers. All calls recorded for quality assurance. Coins enlarged to show detail. Offer void where prohibited. 




BIG ISSUES 


Repeal the Affordable Care Act 



SUPPORT 

Rep. Greg Walden, R-Ore. 

■ Walden is a member of the House 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 



OPPOSE 

Rep. Frank Pallone Jr., 
D-N.J. 

■ Pallone is the ranking member of 
the House Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 


The Affordable Care Act, aka Obamacare, is 
failing. Premiums are rising, insurers are fleeing, 
and patients across the country are feeling the 
weight of a health-care market that is collapsing 
on top of them. Oregonians, including many 
veterans, tell me troubling 
stories about how this law 
has negatively affected them. 

I have listened as owners 
of small businesses described 
having to choose between 
paying ever-increasing 
premiums for health 
insurance for their workers or reducing shifts and 
shrinking their workforce. One veteran in my 
district shared the dismay he felt after his wife’s 
company began cutting hours to shield its bottom 
line from the burdens of this law. At the time, his 
wife’s job was their sole source of income and the 
new law threatened to deal a crushing blow to 
their household finances. 

We were told the health-care exchanges set up 
under the law would give patients more choices at 
lower costs. On the contrary, people in one-third of 
all U.S. counties will have just the Obamacare 
insurer “option” in 2017. 

Mandates and tax penalties were supposed to 
force young, healthy Americans into the health 
exchanges and drive down costs in the insurance 
marketplace. Yet the marketplace is collapsing 
throughout the country as these very young people 
take a pass and the high costs of those plans reach 
unsustainable levels. 

We must rebuild our health-care system in a way 
that puts patients and their doctors in the driver’s 
seat without a federal bureaucrat sitting between 
them. By implementing patient-centered reforms, 
we will provide all Americans with more choices, 
more control, and greater access to quality and 
affordable health care. 


The Affordable Care Act (ACA) has improved 
access to quality health care for veterans across 
the nation. While we have a lot more work to do 
to ensure that all veterans have access to health 
care, Republican efforts to repeal the ACA would 
lead to millions of veterans 
either losing the coverage 
they’ve gained or paying 
more for less. 

Since the ACA went into 
effect in 2013, the uninsured 
rate among non-elderly 
veterans has decreased by 
42 percent nationwide. During this same period, 
veterans reported a reduction in unmet health 
needs, which suggests that expanded insurance 
coverage under the ACA has led to improved 
access to care. 

The basic benefits to which all Americans, 
including veterans, now have access is better than 
before the ACA. Plans cover important preventive 
services - such as flu shots, cancer screenings 
and depression screenings - at no extra cost. 
Veterans no longer have to fear discrimination or 
the possibility of huge price hikes because of 
pre-existing conditions. All these benefits would 
go away if Republicans repeal the ACA. 

The ACA also expanded Medicaid to provide 
health insurance to millions of newly eligible 
middle- and low-income Americans. This 
expansion has been tremendously successful. 
Today, more than half a million previously 
uninsured veterans - and many of their spouses 
- have health insurance. These numbers would 
be even higher today if 19 additional states had 
chosen to participate in Medicaid expansion. 

If Republicans were serious about improving 
our health-care system, they would join us in 
strengthening the ACA, not dismantling the 
health security of millions of Americans. 


THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

While the Affordable Care Act has helped 
many Americans obtain health insurance, 
critics point to the tax increases, 
higher deductibles and higher 
insurance premiums needed to pay for it 


CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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The best walk-in tub just got better with breakthrough technology! Presenting the all new Safe Step 
Walk-In Tub featuring MicroSoothe? An air system so revolutionary, it oxygenates, softens and 
exfoliates skin, turning your bath into a spa-like experience. Constructed and built right here in America for 
safety and durability from the ground up, and with more standard 
features than any other tub. 

/ Heated seat providing warmth from beginning to end 

/ Carefully engineered hydro-massage jets strategically placed to 
target sore muscles and joints 

/ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime 
warranty on the entire tub 

/ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, 
affordable price 

You’ll agree - there just isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in 
tub on the market. 


Call today and receive exclusive savings of up to 

$1500 OFF 

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 

Call Toll-Free 1-800-669-5004 



WALK-IN TUB OO- 
www.BuySafeStep.com 


For your FREE information kit 
and DVD, and our Senior 
Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free 

CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300 


1 - 800 - 669-5004 


























LIVING WELL 


TOO I n BE 

KNOWN... 



Advances in dentistry aside, Americans need 
to limit sugar for optimal oral health. 


BY MARTIN SAYERS 


Americans are famous for having good teeth. Few 
countries take dental health as seriously as the 
United States, and the result is a nation that’s rightly 
proud of its smiles. 

This is no accident. Since the 1950s, when fluoride 
toothpaste was first introduced, there has been a 
focus on preventive treatment and oral health issues, 
which has driven down the incidence of dental 
decay. Early-detection rates of decay have improved 
steadily, making treatment easier and more effective. 

Recent years have seen the introduction of digital 
X-rays, which allow dentists to accurately diagnose 
and treat dental problems that weren’t always 
spotted in routine examinations. Digital X-rays are 
easily administered in a dental office and use little 
radiation. 

Other advances include tooth-colored fillings, 
stronger ceramic crowns and dental implants that 
fuse into the jaw to replace lost teeth. 

The dentist’s drill may even become a thing of the 
past, thanks to advances in laser dentistry. When 
used in place of a pneumatic drill, lasers can reduce 
the pain, symptoms and recovery time associated 
with traditional therapies. They also lower the 
amount of bacteria in diseased gum tissue and tooth 
cavities, and help control bleeding during surgery. 


At present, lasers are prohibitively expensive for 
many dentists’ offices, but this could change as the 
technology improves. 

Despite scientific advances, there is still the 
problem of apathy among patients. According to a 
recent survey, 23 percent of Americans admit to 
going two or more days without brushing their teeth, 
while four out of 10 say they fail to visit a dentist 
regularly. 

Corbin Brady, a dentist at Brady Dental Care in Des 
Moines, Iowa, says that what we eat can also be a 
problem, with our sugar-rich diets causing much 
tooth decay. 

“Patients sipping on energy drinks, soda or juice 
all day will have a tough time,” Brady says. “In these 
cases, brushing your teeth may not be enough 
because the damage has already been done. The 
sugar is fuel for bad bacteria to take over and start 
producing acids to break down your teeth. So 
although America’s dental health has certainly 
improved, continued improvement is still very much 
needed.” 

Martin Sayers is a freelance writer living in 
Cambridge, England. He specializes in health and 
nutrition issues. 
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1 IN 10 HAS HEPATITIS C AND 
MANY DON’T EVEN KNOW 11 


HEP C. THE FORGOTTEN VIRUS 


There’s a virus out there that hasn’t been talked about much, and 
you may not have heard about it. A virus that’s serious, like HIV. 
It’s hepatitis C (Hep C). Hep C can hide in your body for years, even 
decades, without causing any symptoms. But if left untreated, Hep C 
can cause liver damage and even lead to liver cancer. 


Vietnam Veterans, especially those born 1945-1965, are at high 
risk for having Hep C. Many could have been exposed to Hep C 
due to unsterile vaccination procedures, or by coming into contact 
with contaminated blood during combat. The U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs recommends all veterans born 1945-1965 get tested 
for Hep C. 


The good news is: if you have Hep C, it can be cured. Ask your 
healthcare provider at your next appointment to be tested for Hep C. 
It’s the only way to know for sure. 


FOR US, IT’S TIME TO GET TESTED. 

VISIT HEPCHOPE.COM OR CALL 844-9-HEPCHOPE. 




GILEAD 


ror 


HEP C HOPE, KNOW FOR SURE, GILEAD and the GILEAD logo are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc. 
All other trademarks referenced herein are the property of their respective owners. 

©2016 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. UNBC3731 12/16 


KNOW FOR SURE 

GET TESTED 



LIVING WELL 


SNEEZY 

spring and summer 

A mild and wet winter, with long 
stretches of unseasonably high 
temperatures, has led to high 
pollen counts in much of the 
United States. 

As Louisville ABC affiliate WHAS 
reports, Atlanta had mid-March 
levels of pollen in February. 
Additionally, parts of Texas, North 
Carolina, Arkansas, Oklahoma, 
Louisiana and Georgia have had 
high levels of tree pollen. 

Yasmin Bhasin, an allergist at 
Allergy and Asthma Care in New 
York, told WHAS that the warm, 
wet winter will likely translate into 
worse allergies this year for many 
Americans. 

"Allergy season is directly in 
relation to how much it has rained 
and snowed," she explained. The 
shorter winter and warmer 
temperatures trigger trees "to 
grow and flourish and pollinate" 
earlier in the spring. That sends 
more pollen into the air. 

Allergy sufferers in areas with 
oak, maple, birch and elm trees 
should brace for the worst this 
year. 



Living Well is designed to 
provide general information. 

It is not intended to be, nor is it, 
medical advice. Readers should 
consult their physicians when 
they have health problems. 
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TOP TIPS FOR HEALTHY TEETH 

■ Stop smoking. Smoking is bad news for 
your oral health. It can cause staining, tooth 
loss and mouth cancer, and make gum disease 
worse. If you do smoke, it’s advisable to see a 
dentist more often, but the best advice is to 
simply give it up. 

■ Watch what you eat. Sugary food and drinks 
cause decay, so cutting down will help your teeth a lot. 

Choosing water to drink and foods such as cheese, fruit, nuts and 
vegetables is better for your teeth. Diets rich in fruit and vegetables also 
help prevent gum disease and protect against mouth cancer. 

■ Brush properly. You must brush your teeth with a fluoride toothpaste 
for about two minutes every day, ideally when you get up and just 
before you go to bed. Remember to brush the inside surfaces, outside 
surfaces and chewing surfaces of your teeth. Try to wait an hour after 
meals before you brush because eating and drinking naturally weaken 
the enamel on your teeth. Brushing right afterward can cause tiny 
particles of enamel to be brushed away. 

■ Floss daily. Using dental floss dislodges food wedged between your 
teeth, which brushing may miss. Regular flossing can also reduce gum 
disease and bad breath by removing plaque that forms along the gum 
line. It’s best to floss before brushing your teeth. 

■ Visit your dentist regularly. Seeing your dentist on a regular basis is 
vital. Dentists can spot problems early on - when treatment is likely to 
be simpler and more affordable - as well as prevent problems from 
developing in the first place. 


Med trackers _ lift 

Keeping track of multiple 
medications can be a chore, and failing 
to do so can be deadly. According to 
WebMD, an estimated 125,000 people 
die each year because they don't take 
their prescribed drugs. To avoid 

mistakes, the website has shared news on three new high-tech pill trackers: 

■ Medisafe iConnect couples a free app with the user's choice of two devices: the 
iCap, a Bluetooth-enabled pill-bottle cap that the user swaps with the original bottle 
cap, or the iSort, a pill organizer that also uses Bluetooth. "Both devices track when 
you open your container, and they transmit that info to the Medisafe app on your 
smartphone. If you can't remember whether you've taken a pill, check the app, and 
it will tell you the date and time you last took a dose." 

■ The Tricella Pillbox has many of the same features as the iSort. Bluetooth 
connects the pillbox to an app that "tracks when you pop open the container, and it 
shares that info with your caregivers and physician." It will also send alerts if the 
device detects that you may have taken the wrong dose. 

■ The PillDrill tracks the user's pill-taking habits, alerts the user when it's time to 
take a dose, and keeps the user's caregivers, pharmacists and doctors informed. But 
instead of relying solely on an app that some people might find difficult to use, the 
PillDrill uses a Wi-Fi-enabled hub that tracks drug usage through sensors on each 
container. "Whenever you take a pill, you wave the container over the hub, and it 
records your action." 

| MAY 2017 
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quality tested 


Opens at the Touch 
of a Button! 


f GOOD 1 

housekeeping; 

few Si -e * .909 ML 


Motorized & Manual Awnings Available! 


Introducing The Revolutionary 
SunSetter Retractable Awning! 


If you’re tired of having your outdoor enjoyment rained on...baked out...or 
just plain ruined by unpredictable weather... 

At last there is a solution! One that lets you take control of the weather on 
your deck or patio, while saving on energy bills! It’s the incredible SunSetter 
Retractable Awning! A simple...easy-to-use...& affordable way to outsmart the 
weather and start enjoying your deck or patio more...ra/;? or shine! 

The SunSetter is like adding a whole extra outdoor room to your home... 
giving you instant protection from glaring sun...or light showers! Plus it’s 
incredibly easy to use...opening & closing effortlessly in less than 60 seconds! 

So, stop struggling with the weather... 

& start enjoying your deck or patio more! 


For a FREE Info Kit & DVD email your 
name & address to freedvd@sunsetter.com 


Protects you from 99% of UV rays 


You choose full sun or total 
protection in just seconds! 


Create Your Own Outdoor 
Room...In Just Seconds! 




Optnfor hue jpva! JdFijifd'ripirB^Pep* 


FREE Info Kit & DVD 
Call Toll-Free: 1-800-876-8060 “ 87 

I^Yes! Please send your FREE Info Kit & DVD...including 
a $200 Savings Certificate...TODAY! 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_ 


$200 Savings Certificate Included! 


_ State_ 


Email _ 


$im$etten 

RETRACTABLE AWNINGS 


(Important: Be sure to give us your email address to receive our best deals!) 

184 Charles Street, Dept. 32787, Malden, MA 02148 


Visit us today at www.sunsetter.com 


©2017 SunSetter® Products 
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Take a trip to some of the nation's 
historic battlefields. 


GROUND 


National Park Service 


BY LYN METTLER 

Few experiences are more poignant than 
standing on the hallowed ground where our 
ancestors fought and died to protect our freedoms. 
Walking U.S. battlefields is on the “bucket list” of 
many Americans. It’s also an opportunity to honor 
the sacrifices that built our great nation. Here are a 
few battlefield sites with nearby activities to help 
turn your visit into a vacation: 

GETTYSBURG NATIONAL MILITARY PARK 

Site of the Civil War’s bloodiest battle, Gettysburg 
National Military Park in Pennsylvania is also the 
home of the first U.S. national cemetery and the 
final resting place of 3,500 Union soldiers. There 
are 1,300 monuments and markers to see - by car, 
bus, bike, horseback, on foot or even by Segway - 
making it one of the largest collections of outdoor 
sculptures in the world. Tucked into one of the 
nation’s largest apple-growing regions, Gettysburg 


has several orchards, wineries and cideries to 
enjoy as well. Make time to see the Eisenhower 
National Historic Site, a farm that was the only 
home ever owned by the president; its annual 
World War II Weekend is Sept. 16-17. 

ANTIETAM NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD While 
Gettysburg may be the deadliest Civil War battle, 
Antietam is the bloodiest single-day battle in U.S. 
history with 23,000 soldiers killed, wounded or 
listed as missing in just 12 hours on Sept. 17, 1862. 
Located in western Maryland, about an hour and a 
half from Washington, D.C., Antietam invites 
visitors to see the rebuilt Dunker Church, used as a 
temporary medical aid station; the Pry House Field 
Hospital Museum, which served as headquarters 
for Union Gen. George McClellan during the battle 
and was visited by President Lincoln; and the 
national cemetery where many dead were buried. 


Consider a visit to Pigeon Forge and Gatlinburg, Tenn., this year to support local 
tourism after wildfires swept through the area last fall. Check out the new Alcatraz East 
Crime Museum (military receive a $6 discount on tickets), which has John Wayne Gacy's 
clown suits along with the white Ford Bronco made famous in the chase of O.J. Simpson. 
Consider a stay at the Margaritaville Island Hotel (whose motto is "mountain latitude, 
island attitude") at the popular Island entertainment district, sample some moonshine at 
Ole Smoky Distillery, and enjoy a hike in Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 
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Advertisement 


Urgent: Special Summer Driving Notice 







To some, sunglasses are a fashion accessory 


But When Driving, 
These Sunglasses 
May Save Your Life! 

Drivers' Alert: Driving can expose you to more 
dangerous glare than any sunny day at the beach can... 
do you know how to protect yourself? 


T he sun rises and sets at peak travel 
periods, during the early morning 
and afternoon rush hours and many drivers 
find themselves temporarily blinded while 
driving directly into the glare of the sun. 
Deadly accidents are regularly caused by 
such blinding glare with danger arising 
from reflected light off another vehicle, 
the pavement, or even from waxed and oily 
windshields that can make matters worse. 
Early morning dew can exacerbate this 
situation. Yet, motorists struggle on despite 
being blinded by the sun’s glare that can 
cause countless accidents every year. 

Not all sunglasses are created equal. 

Protecting your eyes is serious business. 
With all the fancy fashion frames out 
there it can be easy to overlook what 
really matters—the lenses. So we did 
our research and looked to the very best 
in optic innovation and technology. 

Sometimes it does take a rocket scientist. 
A NASA rocket scientist. Some ordinary 
sunglasses can obscure your vision by 
exposing your eyes to harmful UV rays, 
blue light, and reflective glare. They can also 
darken useful vision-enhancing light. But 
now, independent research conducted by 
scientists from NASA's Jet Propulsion Labo¬ 
ratory has brought forth ground-breaking 
technology to help protect human eyesight 
from the harmful effects of solar radiation 


Slip on a pair of Eagle Eyes® and everything 
instantly appears more vivid and sharp. You'll 
immediately notice that your eyes are more 
comfortable and relaxed and you'll feel no need to 
squint. The scientifically designed sunglasses are 
not just fashion accessories—they are necessary 
to protect your eyes from those harmful rays 
produced by the sun during peak driving times. 


Studies by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) show that most (74%) 
of the crashes occurred 


light. This superior 
lens technology was 
first discovered when 
NASA scientists looked to nature for 
a means to superior eye protection— 
specifically, by studying the eyes of eagles, 
known for their extreme visual acuity. This 
discovery resulted in what is now known as 
Eagle Eyes®. 

The Only Sunglass Technology Certified 
by the Space Foundation for UV and 
Blue-Light Eye Protection. Eagle Eyes® 
features the most advanced eye protection 
technology ever created. The TriLenium® 
Lens Technology offers triple-filter polariza¬ 
tion to block 99.9% UVA and UVB - 
plus the added benefit of blue-light eye 
protection. Eagle Eyes® is the only optic 
technology that has earned official 
recognition from the Space Certi¬ 
fication Program for this remark¬ 
able technology. Now, that’s 
proven science-based protection. 

The finest optics: And buy one, get 
one FREE! Eagle Eyes® has the highest cus¬ 
tomer satisfaction of any item in our 20 year 
history. We are so excited for you to try the 
Eagle Eyes® breakthrough technology that 
we will give you a second pair of Eagle 
Eyes® Navigator™ Sunglasses FREE—a 
$99 value! 

That’s two pairs to protect your eyes 
with the best technology available for 
less than the price of one pair of traditional 
sunglasses. You get a pair of Navigators 
with stainless steel black frames and the 
other with stainless steel gold, plus one 
hard zipper case and one micro-fiber draw¬ 
string cleaning pouch are included. Keep 
one pair in your pocket and one in your car. 

Your satisfaction is 100 % guaranteed. 

If you are not astounded with the Eagle 
Eyes® technology, enjoying clearer, sharper 
and more glare-free vision, simply return 
one pair within 60 days for a full refund of 
the purchase price. The other pair is yours 
to keep. No one else has such confidence 
in their optic technology.Don’t leave your 
eyes in the hands of fashion designers, 
entrust them to the best scientific minds on 
earth. Wear your Eagle Eyes® Navigators 


Navigator™ 
Black Stainless 
Steel Sunglasses 


Receive the Navigator™ Gold 
Sunglasses (a $99 value) FREE! 
just for trying the Navigator™ Black 


Navigator™ Gold Stainless Steel Sunglasses 

Certified EAGLE EYES® was developed 
from original NASA Optic technology 
and was recently inducted into the Space 
Foundation Technology Hall of Fame. 


Fit-ons available for 

$39+S&H 

Black or Tortoise-Shell design 


with absolute confidence, knowing your 
eyes are protected with technology that was 
bom in space for the human race. 

Eagle Eyes® Navigator™ Sunglasses-$ 99 t 
Offer Code Price $49 + S&P Save $50 
PLUS receive the Navigator™ Gold 
absolutely FREE! —2 pairs for the 
price of one! 

1-800-333-2045 

Your Insider Offer Code: EEN565-03 

You must use this insider offer code to 
get our special price. 


Sutler 


14101 Southcross Drive W., 
Dept. EEN565-03 Burnsville, 
Minnesota 55337 

_ www.stauer.com 

Rating of A+ 

f Special price only for customers using the offer code 
versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code. 

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices™ 






















TRAVEL 


Nearby attractions include Harpers Ferry, W.Va., where Stonewall 
Jackson forced the surrender of Union soldiers, and Monocacy 
National Battlefield in Maryland, site of yet another Civil War battle. 



THE ALAMO A point of pride for Texans, the Alamo in San Antonio 
is where Davy Crockett fought valiantly against Mexican troops to 
secure Texas’ independence in 1836. Visitors can tour the original 
fort, visit the church, see where Col. William B. Travis spent his final 
moments, and stand where Crockett stood. There is also a living 
history encampment with different period demonstrations, talks from 
on-site interpreters and a museum dedicated to the Alamo’s history. 
San Antonio has plenty for all ages to do and see, from its zoo and 
famous River Walk to four historic Spanish missions. 

FORT SUMTER NATIONAL MONUMENT The first shot of the 
Civil War was fired in 1861 just outside Charleston, S.C., at Fort 
Sumter in Charleston Harbor. Visit the fort by boat from Charleston or 
Mount Pleasant, where you can catch a beautiful view of its historic 
downtown from the water and even spot a dolphin or two. It can be 
quite hot on summer days, so aim for early-morning tours. At the 
fort, you can explore the grounds, take a look at on-site cannons and 
tour the museum. Don’t miss the Patriots Point Naval & Maritime 
Museum, home of the World War II aircraft carrier USS Yorktown. 

YORKTOWN BATTLEFIELD Part of Colonial National Historical 
Park in Virginia, this battlefield is the site of the last major battle of 
the Revolutionary War, and where Gen. George Washington led his 
troops. Visitors can explore it by car or bike, and see the house where 
surrender negotiations took place. Other attractions include the ruins 
of an 18th-century pottery manufacturing site and Historic 
Jamestowne, home of Capt. John Smith and Pocahontas and the first 
permanent English settlement in North America. Leave time to drive 
the scenic 23-mile Colonial Parkway, which takes visitors through 
Colonial Williamsburg, the restored 18th-century town. 

BUNKER HILL MONUMENT Outside Boston in Charlestown is the 
site of the Battle of Bunker Hill, fought in September 1775. Though it 
lasted only two hours, more than 1,000 were killed or wounded. The 
obelisk monument was completed in 1842, and visitors can climb its 
294 steps for a panoramic view of Boston (there is no elevator). The 
monument is part of the 43-acre Boston National Historical Park that 
includes parts of downtown Boston, Charlestown and South Boston. 
Other highlights include Old South Meeting House, a meeting place 
for colonists; the Old State House, where the Declaration of 
Independence was read July 18, 1776; the Paul Revere House and Old 
North Church, where Revere had two lanterns hung from the steeple; 
and the War of 1812’s USS Constitution , known as “Old Ironsides.” 

Lyn Mettler is a freelance travel writer who blogs at GotoTravelGal.com. 


Go cruisin’ 

Like the idea of unpacking just 
once while you travel to multiple 
destinations aboard a cruise ship? 
There are plenty of options for 
military families and veterans 
looking to hit the high seas. 

Carnival Cruise Lines offers fares 
for active and retired military 
personnel starting at $199 per 
person for an interior room. While 
that fare will let you set sail for 
Mexico, you can also cruise to the 
Bahamas and the Caribbean from 
cities such as Charleston, S.C., New 
Orleans, Baltimore and Miami at 
discounted rates. 

Families may opt for a Disney 
Cruise, which offers savings for all 
active and retired military and 
their spouses on select cruises. 
Check disneycruise.disney. 
go.com for current offerings. 

For those interested in history, 
active military and their families 
can board Victory Chimes, a 
National Historic Landmark vessel, 
and sail down the coast of Maine 
at a 25 percent discount. Travelers 
can help sail the nation's largest 
passenger schooner during the 
day, while exploring islands and 
fishing villages and enjoying 
scenery and wildlife. Visit 
VictoryChimes.com for more 
information. 

Get $250 onboard spending 
money when traveling with 
Princess Cruises. The benefit is 
available for veterans, active, 
retired or disabled military 
personnel and is good for any 
cruise any time of year. The funds 
can be used for dining, spa 
treatments, gifts and shore 
excursions. 




StockSnap.io 


According to a AAA survey, more than a third 
of Americans will travel with family this 
year, with an increasing number taking three 
or more vacations together. A family road trip 
is the most popular type of vacation planned, 
followed by visits to U.S. national parks and 
theme parks. 


TripAdvisor has named the top U.S. 
beaches for 2017, according to traveler 
reviews. Siesta Beach in Siesta Key, Fla., 
took top honors, followed by Ka'anapali 
Beach in Maui, Hawaii. Florida's St. Pete, 
Clearwater and Panama City beaches 
round out the top five. 


20 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | MAY 2017 











©MedicalAlert 

Help at the Push of a Button 

CALL NOW TOLL-FREE 

1-800-800-0985 

www.MedicalAlert.com 

No HOME PHONE, No Problem! 

Ask About Our Mobile Solution! 


Waterproof w^plir Waterproof 
Wristband Pendant 


Ask i 
About Our - 
Fall Detection . 
Technology! J 


BBB 


ORDER 
NOW & 
RECEIVE 


** 


FREE SHIPPING 


& A 2ND BUTTON! 


THIS BUTTON 

ISAVES LIVES! 


• No Long-Term Contract • FREE Equipment 

• No Activation Fee • Sales and Monitoring 

• Easy to Use Agents Based in the USA 


Round-the-clock monitoring with a Medical Alert system 
not only provides you with peace of mind, it also assures 
you and your loved ones that you'll never be alone. With 
the Medical Alert system, a simple button can be worn 
anywhere —even in the shower. If emergency help is 
needed (medical, fire or police), push the button and a 
certified operator responds immediately. 


Get Peace of Mind and 
Independence with 
Medical Alert Monitoring! 


*Requires an annual rate plan. **Free second button applies to certain products, substitutions may apply. 









VETERANS UPDATE 


Reserve, Guard retirees win vet status 


BY TOM PHILPOTT 

Retired Army Reserve Command Sgt. Maj. Doug 
Gibbens served for 35 years and obeyed every 
lawful order given to him. But because he had 
never served 180 days or more consecutively on 
active duty, he was not entitled to be called a 
veteran. Until now. 

Gibbens and about 200,000 other reserve and 
Guard retirees gained honorary veteran status in 
the eyes of the federal 
government Dec. 16, with 
enactment of the Jeff Miller 
and Richard Blumenthal 
Veterans Health Care and 
Benefits Improvement Act of 
2016 (H.R. 6416). 

Section 305 of the law 
states that any person 
entitled under Chapter 1223, 

Title 10, U.S. Code to “retired 
pay for nonregular service or, 
but for age, would be entitled 
under such chapter to retired pay for nonregular 
service, shall be honored as a veteran but shall not 
be entitled to any benefit by reason of this honor.” 

What, then, did Gibbens and other reserve 
retirees gain? What they had pressed Congress for 
over decades, he said. 

“I can’t speak for all,” Gibbens said. “But the 
majority of us were not looking for anything 
beyond the right to call ourselves veterans, 
and to be recognized as veterans at any event 
where they say, ‘Will all veterans stand and be 
recognized?’ We can do so with a good 
conscience now.” 

The honor is limited. Most reserve and Guard 
members, after all, don’t serve long enough to 
retire. They still cannot be called veterans unless 
they have a qualifying period of active duty under 
Title 10 orders, which typically means 180 days or 
longer of consecutive service but always results in 
a Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active 
Duty, or DD 214. 

Years attending monthly drills and annual 
periods of active duty for training aren’t enough to 
gain veteran status. But now, honorary veteran 
status is allowed if a reserve-component member 
serves 20 good years, enough to retire. 

Gibbens, 75, learned that drill status alone did 
not make for a veteran during Operation Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm in 1990-1991. For the first time 


since the Korean War, large numbers of reserve 
forces, roughly 250,000, deployed to the Persian 
Gulf under mobilization orders. 

“Most of those men and women came back and 
were entitled to be called veterans,” Gibbens said. 
“But those of us who were still serving and had 
not been deployed were not entitled.” 

Many of the first activations were for periods 
short of 180 days, but they 
were still formal Title 10 
federal orders and resulted in 
DD 214s. 

The proportion of reserve 
personnel who gained 
veteran status through 
mobilization spiked after 
9/11, with hundreds of 
thousands deployed to 
Iraq, Afghanistan or 
elsewhere. 

The American Legion and 
other veterans service organizations urged support 
for bills to bestow veteran status on reserve and 
Guard members who completed full careers and 
qualified for retirement. In the past four 
Congresses, the bill failed as lawmakers argued 
privately that even honorary veteran status would 
evolve over time into full veteran status and 
additional VA entitlements. 

Sponsors of such bills, including Rep. Tim Walz, 
D-Minn., and Sen. John Boozman, R-Ark., recently 
added language that specifically barred any new 
entitlements to ensure the legislation remained 
cost-neutral. And affected reservists like Gibbens, 
who is an Army Reserve ambassador emeritus and 
life member of the Legion, continually urged 
approval of the modified bill. 

Today he is satisfied, and grateful. 

“We aren’t looking to call ourselves combat 
veterans,” Gibbens said. “I’m very aware of the 
distinction between someone who served in 
combat versus a non-combat role.” Nor were he 
and most other supporters looking for VA benefits. 

“It was a matter of pride,” he added. “We served. 
We wore the uniform. But we couldn’t technically 
call ourselves veterans.” 

Now, finally, they can. 

Tom Philpott has been covering military personnel 
and veterans issues for nearly 40 years. 



U.S. Air Force photo 
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AMERICA REMEMBERS PRESENTS 


The Vietnam Veterans Tribute Thomps 


HONORING ALL THOSE WHO SERVED IN VIETNAM 



Our men and women came from all over the country, from all walks of life, to fight for freedom on the other side of the world. They served 
with honor, dignity, and courage. All gave some, some gave all, and many are still missing and unaccounted for. As a nation, we owe all of 
our Vietnam Veterans a debt that can never be repaid. 

Nothing about the Vietnam War was easy. Those who were there remember the swampy grasslands, rice paddies, dense jungles, 
the heat and an elusive enemy; a war that took place halfway around the world in a country divided by decades of bitter history. 

Few generations faced a more daunting challenge than those who fought in Southeast Asia. Few generations are more 
deserving of our gratitude and respect. To honor all those who served in Vietnam, America Remembers presents the 
Vietnam Veterans Tribute Thompson. Craftsmen commissioned specifically for this project by America Remembers 
decorate each Thompson in elegant 24-karat gold artwork on a mirror-polished nickel-decorated receiver. Issued in 
an exclusive limited edition of only 1,000 Tributes, this handsome firearm captures the courage and sacrifice of 
all those who fought for freedom in Vietnam. 

The Tribute is a working semi-automatic Thompson submachine gun in caliber .45 ACP, one of 
the most memorable American infantry weapons of all time. Like many dedicated Americans, the 
Thompson served proudly in Vietnam. We’ve taken this combat-tested classic and transformed it 
into a work of art. The result is a stunning presentation firearm that will stand as a testament 
and lasting Tribute to all Vietnam veterans. 

The Thompson: An American Original 

Vietnam was considered the “last great war” for the Tommy Gun. Though it 
saw less use than in previous wars, it was a popular weapon for American and 
South Vietnamese soldiers. The Thompson was a “warhorse” which was 
relied on for its superior stopping power and dependability. 

Like the dedicated American warriors who served 
in Vietnam, the Thompson served proudly in Vietnam, 
continuing a tradition of excellence first established during 
WWII, and later in Korea. This stunning presentation 
firearm is a lasting tribute to all of America’s veterans 
and links them forever in time with their brothers 
in-arms who fought earlier wars. 

We know there will never be another 
American-made firearm like the 
Thompson submachine gun. 



They didn't 
hesitate to put 
their lives on the line 
and give up everything 
in defense of our liberty 
and freedom. Some made the 
ultimate sacrifice. Others returned 
home to a divided nation. All of them 
deserve our gratitude. 
During the 50 th anniversary of the 
Vietnam War, there has been a strong 
interest in firearm Tributes honoring 
those who served in Vietnam. Demand for 
this Tribute is expected to be strong. Order 
now to guarantee your place in the edition. We 
will arrange delivery through the licensed firearms 
dealer of your choice (not available in CA, CT, MD, 
NY). If for any reason you are not completely satisfied with 
your Tribute, you may return it in original, unfired condition 
within 30 days for a complete and courteous refund. 

Honor Vietnam Veterans With This Exclusive Offer 

If you are a veteran who answered the call to duty in Vietnam, or if you 
wish to honor your father, husband, brother, friend or other family member, the 
Vietnam Veterans Tribute Thompson is sure to become a cherished addition to 
your collection. Order today to secure your Tribute honoring those who proudly 

served our nation in Vietnam. 


And there will never be 
more dedicated men 
and women than 
those who bravely 
served their country in 
Vietnam. 

Much like the 
generations of warriors 
who came before, those 
who served with 
valor in Vietnam 
deserve their 
place in 
American 
history. 


▼ Both sides of the receiver feature emblems that honor Vietnam War 
veterans. The banner reads: “A Grateful Nation Remembers,” and 
inside the oval is a lone American soldier, the distinctive silhouette 
of Vietnam and a pair ofU.S. military helicopters. The emblem 
on the right side is framed with a banner reading: “Vietnam 
Veterans Tribute Thompson”. 

T Left side of the receiver features a soldier with his 
M60 machine gun-nicknamed “The Pig” for its hefty 
size. The M60 unleashed a fury of firepower on the 
enemy. Also featured is a M48-A3 Patton tank providing 
cover as troops enter a village. The M48 was a workhorse 
during the Vietnam War. 



©AHL, 


▲ Right side also features a soldier scanning the distance for enemy movement. A pair of M48 tanks make their way on the ground while the 
sky is abuzz with helicopters, which played such an important role during the Vietnam War. On the far end of the receiver, you'll find a Marine 
and his Ml 6. Along with the Huey, the legendary M16 has become a symbol of combat service in Vietnam. Introduced to the battlefield in 1964, 
the M16 was a lightweight assault rifle that proved invaluable in jungle firefights. Right side features an image of the iconic Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Medal presented by Republic of Vietnam to members of the United States military who completed at least six months of duty in the 
war, with a frame reading: “Vietnam War - All Gave Some, Some Gave All” Below it you 'll find a banner that reads: “ Lest We Forget.” 


MODEL: Thompson Semi-Automatic Submachine Gun CALIBER: .45 ACP EDITION LIMIT: 1,000 


I wish to reserve_of the “Vietnam Veterans Tribute Thompson”, a 

working Thompson semi-automatic submachine gun, at the current issue 
price of $2,995.* My deposit of $195 per Tribute is enclosed. I wish to pay 
the balance at the rate of $100 per month, no interest or carrying charges. 
Certificate of Authenticity included. Thirty day return privilege. 

*All orders are subject to acceptance and credit verification prior to shipment. 
Shipping and handling will be added to each order. Virginia residents please add sales tax. 

□ Check enclosed for $-, 

□ Charge payment of $_to: 

□ Visa □ MasterCard □ AMEX □ Discover 

No_ 


. Exp. 


City/State/Zip _ 


Daytime Telephone No. ( 


America Remembers® 

10226 Timber Ridge Drive ★ Ashland, Virginia 23005 

www.americaremembers.com 

To place your reservation call toll-free 1-800-682-2291 






































The "Spirit Talker"statue near 
Lawton, Okla., honors 
Comanches whose native 
language confused enemy 
code breakers in both world 

WarS. Photo by Clay Lomneth 
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THE WARRIOR SPIRIT 

Comanche Nation honors those who fought, died and never completely left. 


BY JEFF STOFFER 

O utside the 

Comanche Nation 
Tribal Complex 
nine miles north of 
Lawton, Okla., 14 warriors 
who lost their lives, went 
missing in action or were 
taken prisoner while 
serving in the U.S. Armed 
Forces are honored by a 
circular array of stone 
monuments. 

Here can be found the 
engraved name of Army 
Staff Sgt. Bruce Wayne 
Klinekole, who survived 
the Bataan Death March 
and more than 1,200 days 
as a captive of the Japanese before he was liberated 
at the end of World War II. Near his place in the 
Comanche War Scouts Circle of Honor are tributes to 
two 82nd Airborne paratroopers of the Normandy 
invasion: Cpl. Johnnie Rivas and Sgt. Melvin 
“Hawkeye” Myers. Rivas parachuted behind enemy 
lines in the early-morning darkness of June 6, 1944, 
ahead of the D-Day beach landings, before a direct 
hit from an 88 mm artillery round ended his life, 
making him the first known Comanche to die 
fighting for the U.S. military. Myers was second, 
killed days later after saving the life of a fellow 
wounded soldier near Ste. Mere-Eglise. 

Another stone pays homage to Army Cpl. Dennis 
King Karty, who was wounded multiple times while 
resisting captivity by the Red Army before finally 
dying after more than two years as a prisoner in the 
Korean War. 

Marine Cpl. Joshua Ware, the newest addition to 
the circle, lost his life in a firefight with insurgents 
near the Syrian border on Nov. 16, 2005, during his 
second tour of duty in Operation Iraqi Freedom. His 
monument reads: “Will forever be 20 years old.” 

To the Comanche, these and other names etched 
in the Circle of Honor are not simply immortalized. 


They are immortal. 

“A warrior never dies,” 
says Lenn Sovo, a Vietnam 
War veteran and member 
of American Legion 
Post 306 in Fletcher, 
whose Comanche lineage 
includes seven Tu-wee war 
chiefs dating back to the 
early 1700s. “He comes 
back as a spirit.” 

Sovo has felt, seen and 
drawn courage from 
ancestors at various 
moments of his life, 
military and otherwise. 

He remembers in 
particular their presence 
when he was a young Army tank commander 
leading a platoon in the latter stages of the Vietnam 
War. “You felt that death was tugging at you all the 
time. There’s a bullet out there somewhere ... an 
armor seeker that wants to put you on fire. The little 
skirmishes we did get in, I didn’t get as scared as 
what I should have, because you could feel - even 
though you were in that tank - that outside were my 
other warriors, and they were going to help. You 
drew on that.” 

One of the men in his unit, Sovo explains, was a 
young white tanker from Kansas. He reported with 
astonishment to 2nd Lt. Sovo that he had seen an 
Indian ghost on a horse charging ahead of them 
during a night patrol. “He was very earnest about 
relaying that to me,” Sovo says. “I said, ‘My warriors 
are here with us.’” 

The Comanche Nation emerged at some foggy point 
in the 17th century, an aggregation of people from 
various tribes of the Great Plains and Intermountain 
West. Common threads were a distinct language (this 
would come in handy in the world wars); superior 
horsemanship, including an uncanny ability to hunt, 
fight and fire arrows while mounted at full gallop; 
and great planning, stealth and awareness, night or 



The War Scouts Circle of Honor outside the Comanche 
Nation Tribal Complex pays tribute to those who were 
taken prisoner, went missing or were killed fighting while 
serving in the nation's armed forces. Photo by Jeff Staffer 
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“You are pulled 
to be a warrior. 

You are called... 
When you’re 
asked to perform 
something, and 
you're a Comanche, 
you don’t step back.” 

Lenn Sovo, a Vietnam War veteran 
and member of American Legion 
Post 306 in Fletcher, Okla., who says he 
has felt the presence of warriors past 

on many occasions. Photo by Clay Lomneth 




day, whether they were raiding the camp of an 
opposing tribe or battling the U.S. Cavalry on a 
harsh, arid landscape roughly the size of 
Afghanistan. They were, by most accounts, brilliant 
war strategists, who knew when to strike and how, 
and when to get out and how. In the majority of their 
conflicts, they generally came away with most of 
their enemies’ horses while their foes were left to 
consider how the hell to survive in the desert heat on 
foot without food or water. Comanche warriors could 
travel 100 miles or more without stopping after a 
battle, often with hundreds more horses than they 
had before, by moonlight. 

The Comanches spent nearly two centuries in 
continuous combat to control a buffalo-rich terrain 
that stretched from the northern High Plains and 
included what today is most of Texas and Oklahoma, 
as well as portions of New Mexico, Colorado, 
Arkansas and Kansas. They dwelled, hunted and 
occupied a swath of the continent from the Canadian 
border south into Mexico. Their primary domain was 
dubbed “Comancheria,” and they defended it 
viciously against all challengers: the Spanish, other 
tribes, white settlers, the U.S. Cavalry, the Texas 
Rangers, itinerant bison hunters and anyone else 
who dared probe into their ancestral grounds. They 
became known, as a sign at the tribal complex reads, 
as “Lords of the Southern Plains.” 

Thus the Comanche culture, even today, is 
built on a warrior spirit. The spirit is honored 
and exercised through service in the modern 
U.S. military and expressed in dance, art, regalia, 


ceremonies and a spirituality that reaches deep into 
a mystique-filled past. 

In his New York Times best-seller “Empire of the 
Summer Moon,” which details the rise of the 
Comanches, their resistance to reservation life and 
eventual integration into U.S. society, author 
S.C. Gwynne put their particular style of warfare 
this way: “No American or Texan on a work plug 
could ever be a match ... The Comanches had been 
fighting this way for 200 years. They engaged in this 
sort of combat as a way of life, against lethal and 
highly mobile opponents. War was what they did, 
and all of their social status was based on it.” 

“That’s why I joined the military,” says Baliente 
Herrera, a Comanche Army veteran who served in 
Iraq in 2003 and 2004. “The only way you’re going 
to war is if you join the military. I wanted the 
opportunity of my grandfathers. Their grandfathers 
all did it. Some men grow up to become warriors.” 

Edmond Nevaquaya, a member of the Comanche 
Nation’s Native American Church, says the spirit 
that shaped the identity of his people “has always 
been talked about in history. Our people have 
always been warrior people. It was not just to go 
out and make war. The main livelihood was the 
protection of our people.” 

There is both irony and symmetry that the 
Comanches, who frustrated U.S. military efforts to 
carve pathways of manifest destiny in the middle of 
the 19th century, went on to become patriotic 
members of that military in the 20th. “A lot of our 
people who went to war went voluntarily because 
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Breakthrough technology converts phone calls to captions. 


New amplified phone lets you 


hear AND see the conversation. 

The Hamilton® CapTel® Captioned Telephone converts phone conversations 
to easy-to-read captions for individuals with hearing loss. 



Do you get discouraged when 
you hear your telephone ring? 

Do you avoid using your phone 
because hearing difficulties make 
it hard to understand the person 
on the other end of the line? For 
many Americans the telephone 
conversation - once an important 
part of everyday life - has become 
a thing of the past. Because they 
can’t understand what is said 
to them on the phone, they’re 
often cut off from friends, family, 
doctors and caregivers. Now, 
thanks to innovative technology 
there is finally a better way. 

A simple idea... made 
possible with sophisticated 
technology. If you have trouble 
understanding a call, captioned 
telephone can change your life. 
During a phone call the words 
spoken to you appear on the 
phone’s screen - similar to closed 
captioning on TV. So when you 
make or receive a call, the 
words spoken to you are 
not only amplified by the 
phone, but scroll across 
the phone so you can listen 
while reading everything 
that’s said to you. Each 
call is routed through a call 
center, where computer 
technology - aided by a live 
representative - generates 
voice-to-text translations. 

The captioning is real-time, 
accurate and readable. Your 
conversation is private and 
the captioning service doesn’t 
cost you a penny. Internet 
Protocol Captioned Telephone 
Service (IP CTS) is regulated 
and funded by the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC) and is designed exclusively 
for individuals with hearing loss. 
To learn more, visit www.fcc.gov. 
The Flamilton CapTel phone 
requires telephone service and 


high-speed Internet access. 

WiFi Capable. Callers do not need 
special equipment or a captioned 
telephone in order 
to speak with you. 

Finally... a phone you 
can use again. The 
Flamilton CapTel 
phone is also 
packed with 
features to 
help make 
phone calls 
easier. The 
keypad has 
large, easy 
to use buttons. 

You get adjustable 
volume amplification 
along with the ability to save 
captions for review later. It even 
has an answering machine that 
provides you with the captions of 
each message. 
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SEE what 
you've been 
missing! 


"For years I avoided phone 
calls because I couldn't 
understand the caller... 
now I don't miss a thing!" 

See for yourself with our 
exclusive home trial. Try a 

captioned telephone in your 
own home and if you are not 
completely amazed, simply 
return it within 60-days for a 
refund of the product purchase 
price. It even comes with a 
5-year warranty. 

Captioned 
Telephone 

Call now for our special 
introductory price! 

Call now Toll-Free 

1 - 888 - 633-1281 

Please mention promotion code I 06 I 27. 

The Captioning Telephone is intended for use by people with hearing loss. In purchasing a Captioning Telephone, you 
acknowledge that it will be used by someone who cannot hear well over a traditional phone. Hamilton is a registered 
trademark of Nedelco, Inc, d/b/a Hamilton Telecommunications. CapTel is a registered trademark of Ultratec, Inc. 
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Thurman Ray Tahsuda was an 18-year-old replacement (left) in the final months of the European campaign of World War II. He was 
placed at the front; he says, because his commanding officers believed Indians could see in the dark. Today, he is a retired school 
superintendent and educator who parlayed his wartime service into a Gl Bill-funded college education. Photo by ciayLomneth 


they were told that other dictatorships were com¬ 
ing about - to take land and freedom of religion,” 
Nevaquaya says. “What we have here are warriors 
who believe in protecting our freedom and way 
of life.” 

“You feel it in your heart,” Sovo says. “You are 
pulled to be a warrior. You are called. You are 
asked. And you can’t turn them down. When 
you’re asked to perform something, and you’re a 
Comanche, you don’t step back. We were taught that 
from small kids, up through teenage years and into 
early life. You embrace it and do the best you can.” 

The walls inside the Patriot Room of the 
Comanche Indian Veterans Association at the 
tribal complex are covered with photographs and 
biographies of those from the nation who have 
served in America’s wars. Among them is the 
black-and-white image of Oscar John Wahkahquah 
and wife Ni-ve proudly displaying the U.S. flag - 
he in his World War I Army uniform, she in her 
traditional native dress. Panels inside the Patriot 
Room quantify Comanche wartime service: 60 in 
World War I, 217 in World War II, 142 in the Korean 
War, 307 in the Vietnam War, 79 in the Gulf War 
and more than 100, and growing, in the global war 
on terrorism. Hundreds of other Comanches have 
served outside designated war eras. 

The Comanche population today is about 16,000, 
down from approximately 50,000 at the turn of the 
19th century. Smallpox and cholera decimated the 
population in the early 1800s, and buffalo hunters 


later rendered their main source of nutrition nearly 
extinct. By the time they begrudgingly moved onto 
the reservation in the mid-1870s, the Comanches 
there who could be counted numbered only about 
1,600. A nomadic people, they resisted boundaries. 
But once they became Americans, they did not resist 
service to their country. 

Among the biographies displayed in the Patriot 
Room is that of Thurman Ray Tahsuda, who was 
drafted into World War II in 1944 and went to 
Europe to fight in the final eastward thrust to defeat 
Hitler’s Third Reich. A member of American Legion 
Post 24 in Anadarko, Tahsuda remembers that when 
he first entered combat as an 18-year-old replace¬ 
ment along the Belgium-Germany line, with the 
260th Infantry Regiment, 65th Infantry Division, 

“a sergeant hollered, ‘Fresh meat!’ That was us.” 

Tahsuda soon heard another voice, from the back 
of the room, he recalls. “Any one of you Okies?’ 

“I said, Wo!’ 

“The next thing he said, Are you a blanket?’ 

“I said, Wo!”’ 

“He said, ‘I want you.’ The gentleman was from 
Oklahoma. I never did know what tribe he was 
in - Ponca or Osage - and I got under his wing. 

We Indians have our own way.” 

Tahsuda was moved to the front line as U.S. forces 
began their late-winter push into Germany. “This 
squad leader said, ‘Ray, we’re going to have to 
relieve the observation post at night,’ and he said, 

‘I don’t know why, but they think an Indian can see 
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in the dark.’ They gave me that job of going out on 
night patrols, relieving observation posts up front... 
in what the old-timers would call no man’s land.” 

They passed from village to town, fending off 
Hitler’s last desperate defenses, crossing rivers, 
moving on foot if they couldn’t catch a ride on a 
tank. “Wherever you threw your pack was where 
you landed, where you’d sleep,” Tahsuda recalls. 
“That was your area. Sometimes you’d dig in. 
Sometimes not.” 

On one patrol of his unit’s march into Germany, 
Tahsuda remembers how his Indian upbringing 
helped. “I was out in front of the two scouts, and the 
company was behind us. I saw something moving in 
the brush. I looked real good. There were two gray 
caps sticking out. And this (machine gun) was 
pointed right at us. I was a stealthy Comanche, 

I guess ... I sure was walking light. I got up where 
I thought I was safe and I yelled, ‘Machine gun on 
the right!’ as loud as I could. When I did, I heard 
everyone behind me: ‘Hit the dirt!’ They never did 
open up. They finally came out. Lo and behold, they 
were just a couple of kids - 15 or 16 years old. Not 
the old hard-nosed Wehrmarcht. That’s probably the 
thing that saved us. We were in such a position that 
they could have just cut the whole bunch of us to 
pieces. We were very fortunate that day.” 

Tahsuda was there when the Allies ended Hitler’s 
reign and then spent five months as a guard at 
Dachau, where Nazi war criminals were held before 
trial and execution by hanging nearby. In the final 
months of the the war, the teenaged Comanche 
warrior had passed concentration camps and saw 
firsthand the grim remains of the Holocaust. “They 
had small camps everywhere,” he says. “It made me 
mad. I didn’t want to take any prisoners. We didn’t 
know all the bad things that were going on. We 
didn’t know how extensive it was.” 

Sovo believes he has encountered his warrior 
ancestors on unexpected occasions. One time, as a 
schoolteacher on a training retreat at a ranch in New 
Mexico, he and his group were visiting a rancheria 
seven miles from the highway. As they were waiting 
to leave in a van, Sovo - in his 40s at the time - 
decided to run back to the highway, along the desert 
road, instead. He grabbed two bottles of water and 
took off on foot. 

“In that run, I got to this flat area. I was probably 
about four and a half miles from the ranch house, 
and I heard hollering - whooping as they call it - 
and I looked over my left shoulder. I saw this group 
of horses and riders. The way they were dressed, 

I knew they were Tu-wee warriors. They were the 
ones who protected the rear of the Comanche bands 


as they moved wherever. They were special fighters. 
They fought the Cavalry and never got any of them 
killed or left behind. They won most of their battles. 
I saw this group, and I heard it. I didn’t get scared. 

I felt very humbled and honored for this group of 
Comanche warriors - Tu-wee riders - to come and 
be with me in my run to try to get out to the road. 
When I looked at them - they didn’t look at me - 
they held up their lances and was hollerin’. It told 
me, ‘You’re going to make it. You’re doing fine. And 
they wanted to let me know they were watching 
over me.’ The next thing, they peeled off to the left. 
As the dust caught up to them, they just faded off. 
You saw the heat waves there. I could actually see 
the outlines of the horses, their regalia and weapons 
they were carrying.” 

It happened again in China. Sovo was on a 
teaching trip there when the 9/11 attacks shut 
down air travel. As the World Trade Center and the 
Pentagon were smoldering, he was at a hotel praying 
over all that was happening half a world away. 

He gazed across a lake at a man-made island. 

“The image of warriors was on that island there,” 
he says. “I could see the outline of these warriors, 
and one of them that was there was my father. And 
he would raise his hand four times with his lance, 
and I knew everything was going to be all right.” 

Sovo had earlier felt the presence of Comanche 
warriors, including his World War I veteran great¬ 
grandfather, before he deployed to the Vietnam War. 
They visited Sovo when he was called back to active 
duty during the Gulf War as a safety officer and fire 
marshal with the Fort Sill Medical Command. 

He also felt them at his wedding to wife May. 

“They come and go all the time. They come back 
to military people while they are sleeping and give 
them encouragement, and let them know how or 
what may be ahead of them. That way, it protects 
them in their military careers. As a warrior, you 
never die. They will come and visit you, and they 
will give you insight. You won’t be scared.” 

“I knew, the way I was raised, that I could 
handle anything the Army put me through,” says 
Herrera, who served from 1997 to 2005, and whose 
grandfather Charles Chibitty was a World War II 
Comanche code talker. “I volunteered. Because of 
my religion, I wasn’t scared.” 

A life-size statue in front of the Comanche Nation 
Tribal Complex depicts a warrior spirit, lance in 
hand, whispering into the ear of a U.S. radioman in 
World War II combat fatigues. The “Spirit Talker” 
memorial honors the 17 Comanche code talkers 
who served with the 4th Infantry Division and the 
five Comanche code talkers who confused the 
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enemy on the World War I battlefields of France 
between Aug. 12 and Nov. 11, 1918. 

Sovo, whose parents were both fluent in their 
native tongue, is one of an estimated 1 percent who 
speak Comanche today. “At meals, Mother or Dad 
would say, ‘Whatever you want off the table, you 
have to ask for it in Comanche. If you don’t know 
how, then we will correct you.’ We were brought up 
speaking Comanche as well as English.” 

The Indian schools did not approve of Comanches 
speaking in their native language. Nor did the 
schools always succeed in converting the students 
to new ways of life. 

“My father wasn’t very much of a student because 
he would run off,” Tahsuda says. “His parents took 
him to Fort Sill (Indian School). We lived probably 
15 or 20 miles southeast of Lawton. Of course, the 
only way they had to travel was wagon and team. 

On the way back, they stayed all night with some 
neighbors in between. When they got home the 
next day, my dad was sitting out on the front porch. 
He had beaten them back home. Then they sent him 
to Carlisle Indian School in Pennsylvania. Well, 
Grandma and them got a letter after he had been 
there probably a week or two, that he wasn’t there 
anymore. He had left school. It must have taken 
him a month to get home, or longer. That was the 
end of his school days, about eighth grade, I guess.” 

Tahsuda’s father had walked from Pennsylvania 
to Oklahoma, foraging and working for food along 
the way, until he made it back to his people. 

“It was hard to keep them in school. That was 
Comanche life. A lot of it was the outdoors. I think 
that contributed to my being able to exist better 
when I was in the Army. My Native American 
background helped me. I knew how to be out. My 
dad was a hunter and a fisherman. We’d been out at 
night many times hunting. Of course I was ready 
for the outdoors. The city kids had a harder time.” 

Sovo worries that today’s Comanches, like most 
American youth, are losing touch with the outdoors. 
Smartphones and video games have replaced war 
play along the Comancheria creek beds traversed by 
their ancestors. 

“I think it’s the end of a generation,” he says. 
“When I was teaching, I would tell those kids in the 
sixth grade, ‘Do you have a creek by your house? 

It’s freedom. You guys have something other kids 
don’t have - the kids in the inner cities. Don’t let it 
go to waste. Some day, there will be beaucoups 
houses, and that creek won’t be there for you.’” 

For young Comanche warriors who enter military 
service today, the nation has special ceremonies, 
Nevaquaya says, to provide “spiritual help to find 


out who they are. Mountain warfare. Guerrilla 
warfare. That’s who we are. A brave and fearless 
people.” 

Every Memorial Day, Chandler-Bilyeu American 
Legion Post 306 members gather early in the 
morning and make the rounds of rural cemeteries, 
one of which is all-Comanche, to present the colors 
and to pay tribute to all who served before them. 
The post takes pride that between 9 a.m. and 
1 p.m., it will conduct ceremonies at nine small 
cemeteries that might otherwise be forgotten. 

Some of them also volunteer at the Fort Sill National 
Cemetery, where more than 4,000 veterans and 
their families - including many Comanches - 
are laid to rest on Indian ground that later became 
the reservation. 

From the national cemetery, looking west toward 
the Wichita Mountains, where an angular sunset 
paints the rugged landscape in dusty hues of red, 
yellow, orange and indigo, the horizon remains 
much as it was when Comanches of past centuries 
gazed upon it, confident in their certainty that 
nothing is more honorable than fighting for the 
freedom of your country, even if that means death. 

“You’ve been taught it by the elders, that there is 
a hereafter,” Sovo explains. “And it’s reinforced by 
the clergies, whatever church you go to. It’s more 
reinforced when you, like myself as a peyote man, 
go in the tipi and pray all night long with other men 
and other veterans. Some will relay to you that you 
don’t have to worry because when you are no longer 
here on mother earth, you’re going to be met by 
your people - the warriors that have gone on before 
you. They are going to be able to identify you 
because, most of the time, we are buried in our 
Comanche regalia. 

“Myself, I will be buried as a Tu-wee warrior. 

I will have my buckskins on. I will have my 
breastplate on. My hair will be loose to blow in the 
wind. They will know you - those Tu-wee warriors. 
They will bring that horse to you. And they will 
give it you. And you will get on it. And you’ll ride 
with them, off into the far distance, where God is 
at, and He will meet with you there, and He will 
know that you are a warrior.” II 

Jeff Stoffer is editor of The American Legion 
Magazine. 



WATCH A VIDEO ONLINE 

Comanche Nation culture is built 
on those who fight for freedom 
across the generations. 

* www.legion.org/legiontv 
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The Lost 
of Taraw 


BY KEN OLSEN 


Hastily buried after one of World War ll's 
most horrific battles, the remains 
of missing Marines are coming home. 


Marines from Buckley Air Force Base carry the casket of 
World War II Marine Pfc. Ronald Vosmer at Fairmount 
Cemetery in Denver on Oct 8,2016. PhotobyciayLomneth 
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T om Vosmer 
doesn’t recall 
exactly when 
he learned his cousin 
had been killed 
during the Battle of 
Tarawa. He might 
have been 6 or 7. The 
loss was nonetheless 
devastating. “Even at 
that age, I remember 
being deeply affected 
by the news,” he says. 

“The name ‘Tarawa’ was imprinted in my mind 
very powerfully.” 

For decades, however, Tom didn’t realize the 
breadth of the tragedy his family had endured 
following the bloody assault on a key Japanese 
stronghold in the South Pacific in November 1943. 
Pfc. Ronald Vosmer and hundreds of other Marines 
who were killed in just three days of battle were 
hastily buried and then lost. By early 1949, a 
military review board declared many of the 
remains, including Vosmer’s, unrecoverable. 

Scores of families were deprived of the certainty of 
knowing what happened to their loved ones and 
the solace of bringing them home for burial. 

“I can’t imagine how his parents must have felt,” 
Tom says. 

Seven decades later, the family finally has 
closure. In October, Vosmer finally came home to 
rest in the Denver cemetery where his parents and 
sister are buried - thanks largely to the efforts of 
History Flight, a nonprofit group that has spent 
more than a dozen years and tens of thousands of 
hours finding the lost Marines of Tarawa. “Such a 
pity this could not have happened while his 
parents were still alive,” says Tom, who traveled 
from his home in Australia to attend the funeral in 
Colorado. “But at least it has happened, which 
gives us some comfort.” 

OPERATION GALVANIC Providing comfort to 
the families of the missing Tarawa Marines has 
been an excruciating challenge, emblematic of the 
price the tiny atoll exacted as the United States 
attempted to push back the Japanese. 

The Battle of Tarawa was essentially the battle of 
Betio, a two-mile ribbon of sand and coral in the 
Gilbert Islands about 2,500 miles southwest of 
Hawaii. Protected by a network of bunkers, 
machine-gun nests, anti-aircraft batteries and 
other armaments, Tarawa was the most heavily 
fortified atoll the United States invaded in the 


Pacific. A Japanese 
admiral reportedly 
claimed the United 
States couldn’t take it 
with a million men. 

The U.S. invasion, 
known as Operation 
Galvanic, was crucial 
to securing a foothold 
in the central Pacific 
from which to launch 
assaults on the 
Marshall and Caroline 
islands. It was a near-calamity from the start. Most 
of the enemy fortifications survived intense 
pre-invasion shelling from U.S. warships. Aerial 
bombing runs were late or didn’t materialize, says 
Dean Ladd, then a 23-year-old first lieutenant and 
platoon leader. Lower-than-anticipated tides 
stranded U.S. landing craft offshore, making them 
easy targets for the Japanese. 

On the first day of the invasion, Ladd’s battalion 
circled the island in Higgins boats for 21 hours 
waiting for orders to land - orders that never came 
because of communication failures. When the 
battalion commander finally decided to go for it on 
the second morning, their fleet of landing craft ran 
aground on a reef 600 yards from shore, forcing 
the Marines to wade to the aptly named Red 
Beach 2 in the face of withering enemy gunfire. 

“We got slaughtered,” says Ladd, who was shot 
in the stomach as he led his platoon to shore. A 
fellow Marine dragged him back to a landing craft 
that took Ladd and other wounded Marines back to 
USS Sheridan. An abdominal specialist on board 
saved Ladd’s life. 

“Can you imagine the odds of having an 
abdominal specialist?” he says. “He had to patch 
up my bladder and take out part of my large 
intestine. I was called his wonder patient.” 

Ladd recovered and went on to see action on 
Saipan and Tinian. Now 96 and living in Spokane, 
Wash., he has written three books, including 
“Faithful Warriors,” a vivid memoir of his World 
War II combat tour that included all of the 2nd 
Marine Division’s major campaigns. 

AFTERMATH U.S. losses at Tarawa were 
staggering. Vosmer and more than 1,100 other 
Americans were killed “during three days of the 
most concentrated combat of the war,” Ladd says. 
That’s roughly equivalent to the number of U.S. 
servicemembers killed in six months of fighting on 
Guadalcanal, according to the History Channel. 



U.S. Marines storm a Japanese stronghold on Tarawa Atoll in the 
Gilbert Islands in November 1943. wikimedia commons 
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Kurt Hiete, managing director 
of the Never Forget Our Veterans 
Foundation, urges American 
Legion posts nationwide to take 
the lead in welcoming home 
Tarawa's missing Marines. 

Photo by Clay Lomneth 


Another 2,500 U.S. troops were wounded, Ladd 
adds. All but 17 of approximately 4,500 Japanese 
troops died in the fighting or killed themselves. 

The public outcry over the casualty count was 
intense. “FDR decided to let the general public 
know what war was really like,” he says. “Boy, did 
it hit the fan.” 

While Ladd was recovering from the damage the 
machine-gun round had done to his gut, the 
Marines buried their dead in shallow graves. 
Construction crews quickly expanded the airfield 
and built other infrastructure needed for Betio to 
serve the U.S. advance. And when the 604th 
Quartermaster Graves Registration Company 
returned in 1946 and 1947, there was confusion as 
to where the American dead were actually buried. 

In the end, the 604th found roughly half of the 
U.S. servicemembers who died on Tarawa. Of 
those, 471 were identified and buried in U.S. 
cemeteries, says Kurt Hiete, past commander of 
American Legion Post 283 in Pacific Palisades, 
Calif., who founded the Never Forget Our Veterans 
Foundation after visiting Tarawa in 2010. 

Another 104 were buried as unknowns in the 
National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, aka the 
Punchbowl, in Hawaii. As many as 500 remained 
on the rolls of Tarawa’s missing. 

Back home, families struggled to make sense of 
their losses and the lack of information about what 
happened to their loved ones. Vosmer’s family 
built a wall of silence around their grief. They 
were told he was missing in action and chances of 
finding him were slim, says Ron Harrison, 

Vosmer’s nephew and namesake. “My mother was 
a very emotional person. She never talked about it 
because it was pretty hard on her.” 

That void remained until 2013, when Ron read a 
story in the San Jose Mercury News about a group 
called History Flight that was investing thousands 
of dollars and research hours on technology to 


locate American MIAs all over the world, including 
the lost Marines of Tarawa. He contacted Clay 
Bonnyman Evans, whose grandfather, Medal of 
Honor recipient Lt. Alexander Bonnyman, also 
died on Tarawa. Two years later, History Flight 
located the remains of 35 Marines and turned 
them over to the Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency (DPAA), the branch of the Pentagon 
charged with recovering the more than 80,000 U.S. 
servicemembers who have gone missing in action 
since World War II. 

Harrison and his sister, LuLane, were asked to 
submit DNA samples. And in March 2016, they 
learned that LuLane’s DNA was a match for the 
remains found next to Evans’ grandfather. “It was 
exciting to think that it had meant something - 
that it had come full circle,” says LuLane, who like 
her brother lives in California. Their uncle was 
coming home. “History Flight made it all happen,” 
she adds. 

HONOR GUARD Meanwhile, in Healdsburg, 

Calif., the family of another lost Tarawa Marine, 
Pfc. John Saini, contacted American Legion Post 
111 finance officer Bob Taylor about using its hall 
for a small family funeral reception. Taylor 
reserved a larger building instead - the nearby 
Villa Chanticleer - and tried to convince Saini’s 
niece that it was the minimum amount of space 
needed to accommodate everyone who would turn 
out for the memorial service. 

“Family members don’t always realize how big a 
deal it is to veterans to have somebody brought 
home after 70 years,” Taylor says. “They don’t 
think it means anything to anybody outside of the 
family.” 

Post 111 contacted the local newspaper, and by 
the day of the service even San Francisco TV 
stations were covering the story. American Legion 
Riders escorted Saini’s casket 90 miles from the 
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San Francisco airport to Healdsburg. Along the 
route, fire departments had their ladder trucks 
stationed on overpasses with U.S. flags hoisted 
from the top rung and firefighters saluting the 
passing motorcade. For Taylor, Healdsburg once 
again felt like the small town that adopted a U.S. 
battalion during the Korean War. 

Both the funeral and reception were packed. 
Hundreds of people attended. “It’s about the 
Legion showing up and honoring a veteran,” Taylor 
says. “It’s who we are.” 

Liz McDowell, Saini’s niece, was stunned. 

“The American Legion got to work and sure 
enough, everything fell into place,” McDowell 
says. “They did so much more than we ever hoped 
for. I can’t put it into words how grateful we are.” 

Hiete, who attended, was also impressed. And he 
knew that Post Ill’s effort was a model for what 
other Legion posts should do to welcome the lost 
Marines of Tarawa home. “There’s no better way 
for the local community to know about The 
American Legion than to have it participate in 
these funerals,” he says. 

Hiete put Vosmer’s family in touch with the 
Colorado American Legion. Service officer Robert 
Rhodes went to work doing everything from 
dispatching Legion Riders to escort Vosmer’s 
casket to organizing a luncheon and funeral 
reception and inviting Colorado’s congressional 
delegation to speak. Vosmer’s family took note. 

“It was just something very special,” Ron 
Harrison says. “Nobody personally knew him. But 
they took the time to come and honor my uncle. It 
made me proud of the military services.” 


The memorial was attended by Jill Henderson, 
the niece of still-missing Tarawa Marine John 
Taylor Burke. She found hope in the return of 
Vosmer’s remains. “I want that happy ending for 
my family,” Henderson says, “while my mother 
and (Burke’s nephew Tom McNeely) are still alive 
as both are suffering from melanoma cancer.” 

Amite Post 76 in Liberty, Miss., went all out for 
the family of James S. Smith, a local boy who died 
on Tarawa and was returned home in October 
thanks to History Flight. Department of Mississippi 
Commander Murry “CQ” Toney, who is a member 
of Post 76, put out the word and the result was a 
tribute the family will never forget. 

“The American Legion was the greatest thing,” 
says Carey Smith, nephew of the fallen Marine. 

“I can’t tell you how much they went out of their 
way to help us.” 

Families in Pennsylvania, Nebraska and 
Kentucky are repeating those sentiments, as other 
American Legion posts step up to honor the lost 
Marines of Tarawa who are finally coming home. 

For Vosmer’s family, this memorial service not 
only brought closure but deep gratitude for the 
military and History Flight, and a new sense of 
duty to his missing comrades. 

“I really lost it when they played taps,” Ron says. 
“I felt very honored. And I made a promise to 
myself: if they identify any of the other Marines, 
I’m going to make it to the funerals of the people 
who died with my uncle.” II 

Ken Olsen is a frequent contributor to The 
American Legion Magazine. 


Learn more about Tarawa recovery efforts 


Although less recognized than Iwo Jima, Okinawa or 
Guadalcanal, the Battle of Tarawa was not only the first assault 
of its kind, but extracted extremely brutal casualties in a 
matter of days. One U.S. general reportedly likened it to 
Pickett's Charge during the Civil War's Battle of Gettysburg. 

Learn more about Tarawa, and the effort to recover the 
hundreds of Marines still missing, from these sources: 

HISTORY FLIGHT History Flight is a nonprofit that sends 
expert teams around the world in search of the more than 
80,000 U.S. servicemembers who have gone missing in action 
since World War II. No single entity has been more successful at 
locating the lost Marines of Tarawa since the U.S. military 
declared hundreds of remains unrecoverable in the late 1940s. 
© www.historyf1ight.org 

DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY is the arm of 

the Department of Defense charged with finding, identifying 


and bringing home missing U.S. servicemembers killed 
overseas since World War II. @ www.dpaa.mil 

NEVER FORGET OUR VETERANS FOUNDATION Founded by 
Kurt Hiete after a 2010 trip to Tarawa, the foundation supports 
efforts to find missing U.S. servicemembers and engages in 
environmental and humanitarian projects in their honor. Hiete 
is a past commander of American Legion Post 283 in Pacific 
Palisades, Calif. © www.nfovf.org 

"FAITHFUL WARRIORS" is Tarawa veteran Dean Ladd's 
memoir of his intense combat tour through the Pacific theater 
in World War II. Ladd has also written several manuscripts, 
including one recounting his return to the region in the 1980s 
to revisit Guadalcanal, Saipan and other famous battlefields 
where he saw action. 

"WITH THE MARINES AT TARAWA" This short propaganda 
film from 1944 has actual footage from the campaign. 
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Bob Hetrick holds a 
photograph of his late father, 
Clarendon, who was interred 
on U5S Arizona on the 75th 
anniversary of the Pearl 

Harbor attack. Photo by Clay Lomneth 
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Decades after Pearl Harbor, two USS Arizona crew members rejoin their 
shipmates in a double interment ceremony. 


BY HENRY HOWARD 

J ohn Anderson and Clarendon Hetrick survived 
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor but never 
forgot their 1,177 shipmates who died on USS 
Arizona. Both men went on to fulfill lengthy and 
honorable service, raise families and regularly return 
to the memorial to honor those killed Dec. 7, 1941. 

On the 75th anniversary of the attack, the remains 
of Anderson and Hetrick were returned to the ship in 
a double interment ceremony - the first and likely 
last such event. There are only five living survivors. 

“The interment service was very powerful,” says 
Bob Hetrick, Clarendon’s son. “All the power and 
warmth of the Navy was there. Dad was going back 
to his ship and back to where he wanted to be and 
back to where he belonged. I’m not a particularly 
spiritual person, but that’s a very sacred place.” 

The National Park Service (NPS) and U.S. Navy 
have jointly organized and coordinated 39 of 40 
interment ceremonies over the years. (The Marine 
Corps participated in one involving a Marine.) 

Daniel Martinez, chief historian for the World War 
II Valor in the Pacific National Monument at the USS 
Arizona Memorial, works with the families and 
officiates the ceremonies. 

“The one thing that is so amazing about this is the 
silence that is present as we execute the interment,” 
he says. “It’s part of the ambience of how special and 
how dignified this is. This sailor is going back to 
rejoin his shipmates and that’s his last wish.” 

Long before the ceremony, Martinez starts the 
process by helping families complete the necessary 
paperwork. Once the interment request is approved, 
the family makes a series of decisions about the 
ceremony: How many family members will be 
present? Who will receive the U.S. flag? Who will 
accompany the urn? Who will present the urn to the 
dive team? What music will be playing? 

The Dec. 7 double interment ceremony was more 
complicated than others because it involved two 
families amid worldwide attention on the 75th 
anniversary of the attack. It was crowded, too, with 
225 people packing the Arizona memorial to observe. 

NPS representatives, Navy leaders and others 
opened the event with brief remarks. After a prayer 
and presentation of a U.S. flag, designated family 
members accompanied Navy personnel and Martinez 
to the dock. In back-to-back ceremonies, each family 
handed an urn to a member of the NPS dive team. 


“There are five divers, and the center diver holds 
the urn straight up in the air, like a trophy, and then 
the others pull him along and they go toward the 
sunken Arizona , which is about 25 yards away,” 
Martinez explains. “At the barbette of Turret 3, and 
in between the barbette of 3 and the well of Turret 4, 
they all display at the same time. The diver who is 
holding the urn is the last to disappear with the urn 
up above him, down below the water. Then the 
divers are underwater, and as a group they move 
toward the well of Turret 4. They go down about 30 
feet and there’s a place where they put the urn into 
the ship.” 

As the divers disappear, a gun salute is fired and 
taps is played. “That completes an interment,” 
Martinez says. “And it’s hard to have a dry eye when 
that happens.” 

Both families praised the NPS and Navy for the 
precise, reverent ceremony. 

“It was somber but it was respectful,” says Terry 
Anderson, John’s son. “Everything was immaculately 
done. It was such an emotional time for our whole 
family. It was literally like the ocean stood still. I just 
felt a great deal of gratitude for the respect that was 
paid to our families and our dads, to my dad and to 
Mr. Hetrick. It was unbelievable.” 

For the Hetricks, the Arizona as final resting place 
has special meaning. 

“It’s really kind of cool because I pieced together 
the spot where he exited the ship, and it’s probably 
within 15 or 20 feet of where they interred him into 
the crack in Turret 4,” Bob said. “He had his shore 
leave and now he’s returning to duty.” 

TWINS REUNITED John Delmar Anderson and 
Delbert Jake Anderson were the only set of identical 
twins on board Arizona. 

“They grew up together, went to high school 
together, played football together,” Terry says. “They 
did everything together. They hunted together, they 
joined the military together. Their lives were so 
intertwined as young men.” 

John survived the attack on Pearl Harbor, but Jake 
did not. 

John went on to serve 36 years on active duty and 
as a reservist. “It was a sad thing when I looked at 
Dad’s service record,” Terry says, noting that the 
National Archives provided a set of Jake’s as well. “It 
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Terry Anderson of Rbswell, N.M., 
participated in the interment of his 
father, John Anderspn, at the USS 
Arizona Memorial in Pearl Harbor 

on Dec. 7. Photo by Lucas Carter 


really hits home when you look at how long Dad’s 
was and how short Jake’s was.” 

On the morning of Dec. 7, the brothers were in 
different locations, with John setting up for church 
services on the ship’s stern. He heard the explosions 
and recognized the red circle on one of the planes 
flying overhead. 

“He ran into Lt. (Samuel) Fuqua and Dad told him, 
‘This is an air attack. These are not ships coming 
into the harbor,”’ Terry says. “He asked permission 
to report to port side anti-aircraft gun.” 

Fuqua, who received the Medal of Honor for his 
actions that day, agreed and sent Anderson on his 
way. Moments later, an 1,800-pound bomb went 
through the bow of the ship and exploded, taking 
Arizona down. 

The bomb blew John off the ship. “At some point, 
he managed to get back on, even though it was on 
fire and burning,” Terry says. “He ran into Lt. Fuqua 
again, who said, ‘You got to get off the ship.’ Dad 
says, ‘I got to find my brother.’” 

Fuqua didn’t agree this time, telling him again, 
“You’re getting off ship,” and pushing him off. 

Upon reaching Ford Island, John made a bizarre 
discovery. 

“He found a Marine Corps dress uniform there on 
the beach,” Terry says, noting that his father wore it 
for a little while. “The only thing we could ever 
surmise was that somebody threw their uniform 
down and ran. His clothes had been burned off 
because of the flash fires all over Arizona .” 


John found another younger seaman named Rose, 
who he implored to get back in the water to help 
rescue efforts. “Rose didn’t want to go,” Terry says. 
“He was scared. But Dad convinced him, saying, 

‘You got to go, I can’t do it without you.’” 

Both men started pulling survivors out of the 
water when a Japanese plane fired on their boat, 
which went down. “Dad was the only survivor,” 
Terry says. “They lost those four men they pulled 
out, and they lost Rose. We found out about that 
story when we were much, much older. Dad never 
shared that with us.” 

John told the story during a meeting with NPS and 
Navy officials talking about Arizona. Afterward, he 
contacted Rose’s family and told them what had 
happened. “They were thankful because they knew 
he had died at Pearl Harbor, but they had never 
known exactly what happened,” Terry says. “That 
gave them some closure.” 

John sought his own peace by visiting Jake, Rose 
and the other men every five years. 

“Dad was a patriot,” Terry says. “That’s something 
that he instilled in all of us. It was always important 
for him to go and pay his respects. It was out of 
respect and out of the fact that we were tied to 
Arizona , our family, by the blood of his brother, 
Jake.” 

At the memorial, John remained quiet but always 
made a point to run his fingers over the etching of 
his brother’s name on the wall. 

The Anderson family found John’s name on the 
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wall the day before his interment ceremony. “It was 
incredibly emotional,” Terry remembers. “It was 
profound sadness and profound pride at the same 
time.” 

ESCAPING THE DARKNESS On Dec. 7, Clarendon 
Robert Hetrick woke up at 5:30 a.m., as he usually 
did, to prepare breakfast for his dozen crewmates on 
Arizona. A couple of hours later, the Japanese attack 
sent him scurrying - wearing only his underwear - 
to his battle station. Amid the chaos, Hetrick and 
others loaded several rounds into a 5-inch magazine. 

Then everything went dark. 

“All of a sudden the whole ship rattles and 
somebody hollers, ‘Let’s get the hell out of here,’” his 
son, Bob, says. “The room is pitch black. Then they 
smell smoke and don’t really know which way is up. 
To find the way out of this room is a maze, and to do 
it in seconds is completely amazing. It’s below the 
water level, and it’s an eerie place down there.” 

Clarendon made it topside safely and found a sailor 
whose legs were caught in a ladder. 

“My dad ended up pushing him up and putting 
him on the deck, and going across the deck and 
taking off his new shoes he bought the day before, 
hoping to return to get them someday,” Bob says. 

“He then steps off the deck into the water and dog 
paddles to Ford Island. He didn’t get burned, didn’t 
get a scratch on him. It’s just amazing.” 

Clarendon served 10 more years in the Navy, and 
another decade in the Air Force. But his heart 
remained with his Arizona crewmates who never 
escaped the darkness of that Sunday morning. 

The Hetrick family made regular pilgrimages to 
the memorial to honor and remember the lost. They 
proudly display memorabilia from their visits and 
Clarendon’s military days, believing it’s important to 
pass on his legacy from generation to generation - 
including 6-month-old Clarabell Rose, named for her 
great-grandfather. 

During his visits to the memorial, Clarendon 
always paused at the wall that displays the names of 
his shipmates. 

“He didn’t remember a lot of the names of the 
people he served with,” says Bob, who lives in Las 
Vegas. “He could only remember the boatswain. 

Boots was his name. He would check his name out, 
read it every time he went, and take his time and pay 
his respects. He shed a tear or two. It was a solemn 
time.” 

Now visitors from around the world will see the 
name Clarendon Robert Hetrick etched into the 
memorial alongside those of his shipmates. 

“There is nobody in the world who is going to take 



WATCH A VIDEO ONLINE 

See interviews with the families 
of John Anderson and 
Clarendon Hetrick. 

© www.legion.org/legiontv 


better care of my dad, for all eternity, than the USS 
Arizona Memorial,” Bob said immediately after the 
ceremony. “He is going to be safe, guarded over and 
looked after for all eternity right here. And there is 
no place I would rather have him.” 


‘BACK HOME’ Frankly, there is no other place John 
or Clarendon wanted to be. There is an unbreakable 
bond that unites the Arizona survivors with the men 
who went down with the ship, even 75 years after 
the attack. 

“They feel they should have been there,” Bob says. 
“That ‘why them?’ feeling. Why did they survive? I 
was talking to Terry - his dad always wanted to go 
back because he wanted to save his brother. Why 
was it his brother and not him? Well, they’re all 
brothers. Why is it one and not the other? I think all 
of them have wondered that, and that’s why they 
want to go back.” 

Only a handful of USS Arizona survivors remain. 
Another survivor was scheduled to be reunited with 
his shipmates in mid-April. He will be the 42nd crew 
member to be interred there. 

John wavered about whether he wanted to spend 
eternity with his USS Arizona crewmates. Ultimately, 
his heart led him back to the ship, and his family 
granted his wishes without hesitation. 

“John was always very patriotic and very proud,” 
says his widow, Karolyn. “He would be very proud to 
be recognized like that and very humbled by it. 

When he first passed away, that’s one of the first 
things we talked about - that he would be joining 
Jake. And that gives us comfort to know that he is 
with Jake now.” 

As for Clarendon, he knew much earlier where he 
wanted to be laid to rest. The late Myrtle Jean 
Hetrick began planning for her husband’s interment 
back in the 1980s. Bob and his siblings oversaw the 
final paperwork and arrangements. 

“I guess you could say I made my dad’s dying wish 
come true,” Bob says. “It’s what he wanted. All of us 
were committed to making it happen. It wasn’t just 
me. He’s back in his ship with his shipmates. He’s 
back home.” II 


Henry Howard is deputy director of media and 
communications for The American Legion. 
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USAA Financial Services 


The Road to 
Brokesville 

If these simple steps to financial failure sound familiar, it's time to change course. 

BY J .J. MONTAN ARO 


“Why don’t you tell people how to go broke?” 

I was flabbergasted when the folks from The 
American Legion Magazine gave me that little 
snippet of editorial direction for this feature. And 
then I smiled. 

Here was an opportunity to have a little fun 
and provide some financial wisdom - or anti¬ 
wisdom, if you will. 


My initial thought was to present three or four 
money moves that have the potential to put you 
in a bad financial place. But once I began to 
sketch out some ideas, the list just kept growing. 
Finally I stopped at nine. There are plenty of 
terrible financial choices you could make, but 
these are some favorites. Keep in mind that Fm 
being sarcastic here, telling you what not to do. 


48 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | MAY 2017 





If going broke is your goal, let’s look at some 
ways to make it a reality: 

■ Improve your life with credit cards. 

Whether your income is big or small, spending 
more than you make is easier than you might 
think. I’ve seen people with a whole lot of 
income execute the task flawlessly. Credit cards 
can be a key force multiplier in any sort of 
overspending mission. Use them often and 
everywhere in hopes of pushing your lifestyle 
well beyond the boundaries of your means. You 
only live once; why not do it on the back of a 25 
percent interest rate revolving line of credit? And 
remember, make only the minimum payments. 

■ Buy a big house. We’ve been through a 
housing crisis, but thankfully over the past 
couple of years, things have loosened up again. 
Don’t worry about what you know you can afford 
in the context of your overall lifestyle and 
finances. Instead, figure out how much you can 
borrow, and let that be your guide. Forget about 
little details like property taxes, insurance, 
maintenance, homeowners association dues and 
other household-related expenses. Those things 
will take care of themselves. Find the house of 
your dreams, and go big or go home! 

■ Take the eight-year car loan. USAA 
recommends keeping transportation expenses 
around 10 percent of your gross income and, if 
you have to borrow, taking on a car loan that’s 60 
months or less. Let me be frank: that approach to 
car ownership is probably not going to leave you 
broke. Instead, buy new. Getting a 72- or 
84-month car loan could make the payments 
somewhat affordable and means you’ll be paying 
plenty more in interest. And don’t worry about 
what it’s going to cost to insure, maintain or fuel 
the vehicle. That’s what credit cards are for. 

■ Implement a flawed savings strategy. Buy 
all the stuff you need, but especially the stuff you 
want: clothes, experiences, dining and other 
luxuries. If there’s money left over at the end of 
the month, then you can think about socking it 
away in your emergency fund, college account or 
retirement savings. No money left over? No 
worries, there’s always next month. 

■ Pay Uncle Sam too much. If you’re trying to 
go broke, Uncle Sam can help. All you need to 
do is be as inefficient as possible. Don’t take 
advantage of tax breaks for contributing to a 
work retirement plan or IRA. Don’t bother 
tracking deductible expenses like charitable 
contributions, either, and definitely don’t take the 
time to see if itemizing makes more sense than 


the standard deduction on your taxes. This 
approach is really two-pronged; along with 
frittering away money today, it will also keep you 
from amassing a counterproductive pile of assets 
in the future. 

■ Get divorced. If you’re trying to go broke, 
there’s no better move. 

■ Take the Joneses to the woodshed. Keep up 
with the Joneses? No way. Pound them into 
submission. Cars, houses, electronic gadgets. 
Whatever it is, you’ve got to have - and flaunt 

- the latest and greatest. Oh, the Joneses are 
going to Disney World? Honey, let them know 
we’re taking the entire extended family to 
Disneyland Paris! 

■ Co-sign for someone ... or anyone. Helping 
out family, friends or neighbors by co-signing on 
their loans is a super way to shift it into high 
gear on the road to ruin. Since any debts you 
co-sign for will be your responsibility and 
reflected on your credit report, you could end up 
having to make their payments and suffer the 
highest interest rates the next time you borrow. 

■ Take a pass on insurance. A key purpose for 
insurance is to help you avoid financial disaster. 
Not having insurance opens you and your family 
up to the full financial effect of all kinds of risks, 
including vehicle accidents, injury, illness or 
death. Without it, you and your loved ones could 
become strapped with crippling debt. 

Changed jobs and lost some life or disability 
insurance? No problem. Carrying the absolute 
minimum liability coverage on your auto policy? 
No problem. Not only that, but some forms of 
insurance are mandatory, so you could pay extra 
penalties or fines for not keeping them in place. 
Another great route to Brokesville! 

If you don’t see yourself in the descriptions 
above, that’s a good thing. On the other hand, if 
some of them sound a little too familiar, it’s time 
to change course. You may be on a path that 
leads to financial ruin, and that’s not funny. II 

J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with 
USAA’s Military Affairs Advocacy Group. USAA is 
The American Legion’s preferred provider of 
financial services. 


HAVE QUESTIONS? CALL USAA 

For each new USAA member who purchases any product, 
the company contributes funds to American Legion 
programs. Join online at www.usaa.com/legion or call 
toll-free 1-877-699-2654. 
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RAPID FIRE 


HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 

‘I wonder if I am not a fairly good soldier’ 


Editor's note: Throughout the 
Great War's centennial, The 
American Legion Magazine will 
publish excerpts from the letters of 
D.B. Ryan of Albion, N.Y., who served 
as an Army infantry officer during 
the war and helped found American 
Legion Sheret Post35 in 1919. 

Between May 13,1917, and June 
24,1919, my father wrote more than 
320 letters and 107 postcards to his 
mother - while he was learning 
how to be a U.S. Army infantry 
officer, while he led fighting and 
was twice wounded in the 
Meuse-Argonne forest, and while 
he lingered in France, taking 
courses at the University of Paris, 
after the armistice. 

Dad was born in May 1891 in 
Albion, a small town on the Erie 
Canal in western New York. His 
father had died the winter before 
he was born, and his mother never remarried. After 
graduating from Albion High School at 16, he returned for 
two years of post-graduate studies. Then he went to work as 
a clerk in one of the town's law firms. Two years later he was 
admitted to Albany Law School, from which he graduated in 
1912. Admitted to the bar, he joined an Albion bank, handling 
such legal contracts as mortgages. 

Like any good lawyer, Dad was also a good actor. He 
unveiled his talent in amateur theatrical productions in 
Albion, an interest in which he had been encouraged by his 
mother. Succumbing to the itch, he caught up with Jessie 


Bonstelle's stock company, then 
playing in Buffalo, on a tour that 
landed him as an actor in New York 
City. There, in January 1916, he was 
hired by actress-producer Grace 
George and played minor roles in 
four Broadway productions, 
including George Bernard Shaw's 
"Major Barbara" and "Captain 
Brassbound's Conversion." Later, 
he was hired by a Boston producer, 
Winthrop Ames, who was building 
his Little Theatre on 44th Street 
(directly behind the long-standing 
New York Times building). 

For Ames, Dad stage-managed 
the first production in The Little 
Theatre: "Pierrot the Prodigal," a 
pantomime by an imported French 
troupe. It opened on Christmas 
1916. On tour, he wrote to his 
mother almost daily, sending 
details about where he was and 
what he had seen and done. 

Meanwhile, the United States had entered the world war 
and was in the process of drafting 2.8 million men from 
civilian life. Fresh from the "Pierrot" tour, Dad saw the chance 
to enlist for training as an Army officer. He reported to 
Madison Barracks in Sackets Harbor, N.Y., in May 1917. 

Dad's baptized name was Daniel Bernard Ryan. Around 
Albion he was known as D.B. Ryan (the name that had been 
on his father's Main Street grocery store before Dad was 
born), Bernard or, by some of his high school mates, as Dan. 
Soon after returning from France, he let the Daniel fade away. 

- Bernard Ryan Jr. 



First Lt. Daniel Bernard "D.B."Ryan 
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SHARE YOUR STORY 

Contribute to American Legion 
Magazine’s salute to nurses 

If a military or VA nurse has made a significant impact on your life - 
perhaps even saved it - join The American Legion Magazine and 
Legion.org in a grateful salute to those who have provided comfort, care 
and life-saving medical skill to help veterans and military personnel 
through their most difficult times. 

And if you are a military or VA nurse, share with the readers of The 
American Legion Magazine and Legion.org a meaningful moment or 
patient from your experience as a care provider. 

Nurses, patients and witnesses to great care and compassion by nurses 
are invited to submit their stories and upload photos at www.legion. 
org/legiontown. Select "Salute to Nurses" as the category. Submissions 
will be reviewed and posted on the national website. Selected 
submissions will be included in the September issue of the magazine. 
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RAPID FIRE 


MADISON BARRACKS, MAY 19,1917 J E GREAT 

Dear Mother 

Thank you dear for the sweater 
blankets & other things. I slept very 
comfortably last night & the sweater 
helped out until reveille this morning. Also the underwear 
was mighty comfortable and now as the day has grown that 
is too warm. Quartermaster has started sales & reports have 
just come to me like this: sox 13c, I paid 75c. Army overcoats 
9.00, shoes 2.50.1 paid 7.50 (mine are oiled. When I drew 
company equipment they couldn't give me size) sweaters $2 
or $3 but they have only 45 & 32 sizes, some one said. The 
point is I don't seem to mind paying in order to have the 
thing I want when I want it, just like a millionaire. Some day 
I'll learn to deny myself for the moment & await the 
opportunity, and I am writing this a short time after having 
ordered a regulation locker (trunk) not thru the q.m. but thru 
the exch. I don't seem to learn, do I? Well, enough of that. 

While I have told you nothing about organization etc. here 
it seems there is nothing much to tell. We now have all of our 
equipment. Have had a little manual of arms, nomenclature 
of rifle, taking it apart etc. Had aiming exercises yesterday. 

Love, Son 

MAY 26,1917 

I wonder if I am not a fairly good soldier. Not in drilling nor 
manual of arms nor any of the I.D.R. but generally. Everybody 
does so much kicking, so much complaining about sore 
arms, about the mess etc. Nobody or few discipline himself. 
There are head and body movements at "attention" and in 
marching, talking "at ease" and "rest" is usually executed by 
"falling out." I am under my third corporal. He doesn't seem 
to give a whoop whether his squad learns anything or is 
taken care of or not. There has been repeated admonition by 
captain and lieutenant to do things by team work, repeated 
announcement of squad leaders' responsibilities. Some are 
very hard working. 

I have great respect for my captain & for my lieutenant. 

The latter is the best of the four platoon leaders. I do think 


our captain might have started out 
with more strictness. So you see what 
I mean by thinking I am a fair soldier. 
Of course I am rotten in technique if 
that's what you call it but I am at least 
adaptable. And when we have bayonet exercise I can't get up 
enough imagination to thrust that long blade into my 
imaginary enemy's entrails with vigorous enthusiasm. 
Strange, isn't it, to be training for that? 

Read Hugh Britting's letter home about his first taste of 
battle and you will find the change of attitude which I must 
undergo if I ever get to the trenches in France. On the other 
hand, remember that we are training here to train others 
later. If we get commissions we will probably be kept at that 
for some time. And it seems to me as I have set forth above 
that my chances for a commission are fair if I ever learn this 
stuff. 

MAY 27,1917 

It occurs to me that I haven't told you anything about the 
routine. Reveille is at 5:30 (except Sunday, which is at 6:10). 
One has to be dressed and in line. Then he makes up his 
bunk, sweeps about it, washes & goes to breakfast at 6. First 
formation is at 7 & we are kept busy until 12. Mess is at 12:20, 
next formation at 1:30. Busy till 4:30, then we are free until 
retreat at 5:40. Mess is at 6 and study is from 7 to 9, lights out 
at 10 P.M. If one has any free moments there's always a rifle to 
clean. We had our first inspection of arms yesterday. Certain 
parts we had been instructed not to clean - the bore and the 
magazine. Well, the sergeant who examined mine said it was 
the cleanest he had seen yet, which included most of the 
rear rank of the platoon. Then along came the lieutenant and 
found dirt in the corners of my bayonet belt. The rifles came 
from the arsenal completely covered with a protecting and 
sticky preparation to keep dampness and rust away. It's the 
dickens of a job to get that stuff off. 

Tomorrow I will be 26. Think of it & what it means to you, 
brave dear mother. 

Love, Bernard 





Photo by Lucas Carter 


LEGION RIDERS 

Register for 2017 Legacy Run 

Registration for the 2017 Legacy Run is open, via 
www.legion.org/riders or mail with a printable form. 

This year's run will depart Aug. 12 from the Kansas 
Soldiers' Home in Fort Dodge, Kan., for a six-day trip that 
will conclude at the 99th American Legion National 
Convention in Reno, Nev., on Aug. 17. Registration 
information, including cost, is available online. 

The Legacy Run raises funds for the Legacy 
Scholarship Fund, which provides college scholarships 
for children of U.S. servicemembers killed on active duty 
on or after 9/11, or - new this year - post-9/11 veterans 
with a combined VA-determined service disability rating 
of at least 50 percent. Non-riding "supporter" 
registrations are also available. 

© www.legion.org/riders 
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Commander to Congress: 
Time to modernize appeals 

Weaving The American Legion's 2017 legislative priorities into 
a narrative of its 98-year history. National Commander Charles 
E. Schmidt led Legion testimony before a joint session of the 
House and Senate Veterans' Affairs committees March 1. 

"Nearly 117,000 Americans gave their lives to successfully 
liberate Europe," Schmidt said of World War I veterans. "The 
American Legion was born of this generation ... (our) legislative 
agenda, in a new era of global war, bears many resemblances to 
that of our first generation." That includes "compassionate 
treatment for service-connected mental health conditions, 
defined as 'shell shock' or 'combat fatigue' at the time, now 
known as 'post-traumatic stress disorder.'" 

Referring to the wait-time manipulation scandals of 2014, 
Schmidt identified access to care as VA's prevailing problem. He 
also asked for Congress to pass legislation to modernize the 
veterans appeals process. "No one should have to wait a 
decade for an answer from VA," he said. 

Recalling the Legion's Flag Conference of 1923, Schmidt 
urged lawmakers to support a constitutional amendment to 
return to Congress the power to protect the U.S. flag from 
physical desecration. Such acts are not free speech, but 
behavior that can incite violence, he said. 

With the Legion's centennial nearing, Schmidt reminded the 
committees that legislation is being drafted for the U.S. Mint to 
strike a commemorative coin and issue a U.S. postage stamp. 

"We would be honored to count on your support for both the 
coin and the stamp, in tribute not so much to The American 
Legion as a branded veterans service organization, but to The 
American Legion as a symbol of democracy, liberty, fairness 
and opportunity," he said. 


Download the Legion's 2017 Legislative Agenda: 

© www.legion.org/publications 



THE AMERICAN LEGION 

WASHINGTON CONFERENCE 


I have a request for each of you: 
hold me and my congressional 
colleagues accountable. Be vocal. 

Be relentless. 

Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., ranking 
member of the Senate Veterans' Affairs 
Committee, speaking to Legion Family 

members during the Commander's Call. Attendees 
proceeded to visit their representatives on Capitol Hill 
to talk about the Legion's legislative priorities. 



It's a scary proposition to leave 
your job and try to generate 
income on your own. There's no 
way to alleviate that, but I at 
least want to diminish it a little 
bit and help them get started. 

Charles McCaffrey, director of the 
Veterans Business Outreach Center at Community Business 
Partnership in Virginia, on leading a Boots to Business Reboot 
Workshop for aspiring veteran entrepreneurs. The conference 
also included a resume workshop, job fair and other events 
to help veterans and transitioning servicemembers 
prepare for the next phase of their careers. 



I am the person I am today - 
if there's any small measure of 
success I have achieved - 
because of the comradeship and 
the love and struggle we waged 
together. 



Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., on his 

experiences as a Vietnam War POW. McCain received 
The American Legion's Distinguished Public Service Award. 


$4,800 Cash value of Operation Comfort 

1 Warriors (OCW) items donated to the 

U.S. VETS homeless center by the Department of D.C. 


$500,000+ 


Cash value of OCW grants to 
veterans across the nation in 
the past three years 



August 2016, according to interim VA Undersecretary 
for Benefits Thomas Murphy during a presentation to 
the Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission 


175,000 


Call volume, after staff at the center 
was increased from 700 to 1,100 


52 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | MAY 2017 







“My friends all hate their ^ 
cell phones... I love mine!” 


Here’s why. ^ 

Say good-bye to everything you hate about cell phones. Say hello to the Jitterbug Flip. 
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“Cell phones have gotten so small, 

I can barely dial mine." Not the 

Jitterbug® Flip. It features a large 
keypad for easier dialing. It even has a 
larger display and a powerful, hearing 
aid-compatible speaker, so it’s easy to 
see and conversations are clear. 

“I had to get my son to program it.” 

Your Jitterbug Flip set-up process is 
simple. We’ll even program it with your 
favorite numbers. 

“What if I don*t remember a 
number?” Friendly, helpful Personal 
Operators are available 24 hours a day 
and will even greet you by name when 
you call. 



^ Monthly Plan 

$l4.99/mo* 

$19.99/mo* ^ 

Monthly Minutes 

200 

600 

Operator Assistance 

24/7 

24/7 

Long Distance Calls 

No add’l charge 

No add’l charge 

Voice Dial 

FREE 

FREE 

Nationwide Coverage 

YES 

YES 

^ Friendly Return Policy 1 

30 days 

30 days ^ 


SpV-T * 


“Vd like a cell phone to use in an 
emergency.” Now you can turn your 
phone into a personal safety device when 
you select a Health & Safety Package. With 
5Star® Service, in any uncertain or unsafe 
situation, simply press the 5Star button to 
speak immediately with a highly-trained Urgent 
Response Agent who will confirm your location, 
evaluate your situation and get you the help you 
need, 24/7. 
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Health & Safety Packages available as low as $ 19.99/month*. 

More minute plans available. Ask your Jitterbug expert for details. 

“My cell phone company wants to lock me in a 
two-year contract!” Not with the Jitterbug Flip. 

There are no contracts to sign and no cancellation fees. 

“Many phones have features that are rarely 
needed and hard to use!” The Jitterbug Flip contains 

L—i- 1 — easy-to-use features that are 

meaningful to you. A built-in camera 
makes it easy and fun for you to 
capture and share your favorite 
memories. And a flashlight with a 
built-in magnifier helps you see in 
dimly lit areas, the Jitterbug Flip has 
all the features you need. 
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Available in 
Red and Graphite. 


Enough talk. Isn’t it time you found 
out more about the cell phone 
that’s changing all the rules? Call 
now, Jitterbug product experts are 
standing by. 


Order now and receive a 

FREE Car Charger - a $25 value 
for your Jitterbug Flip. Call now! 



Call toll-free to get your 

Jitterbug Flip Cell Phone 

Please mention promotional code I 06 I 25. 

I -888-822-0836 

www.JitterbugDirect.com 


We proudly accept the following credit cards: 



IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Jitterbug is owned by GreatCall, Inc. Your invoices will come from GreatCall. Plans and Services require purchase of a Jitterbug phone and a one-time setup fee 
of $35. ^Monthly fees do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges and are subject to change. Coverage is not available everywhere. 5Star or 9-1 -1 calls can only be made when cellular service 
is available. 5Star Service will be able to track an approximate location when your device is turned on, but we cannot guarantee an exact location. 'We will refund the full price of the Jitterbug phone and 
the activation fee (or setup fee) if it is returned within 30 days of purchase in like-new condition. We will also refund your first monthly service charge if you have less than 30 minutes of usage. If you have 
more than 30 minutes of usage, a per minute charge of 35 cents will be deducted from your refund for each minute over 30 minutes. You will be charged a $10 restocking fee. The shipping charges are not 
refundable. There are no additional fees to call GreatCall’s U.S.-based customer service. However, for calls to a GreatCall Operator in which a service is completed, you will be charged 99 cents per call, and 
minutes will be deducted from your monthly rate plan balance equal to the length of the call and any call connected by the Operator. Jitterbug, GreatCall, and 5Star are registered trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. 
©2017 GreatCall, Inc. ©2017 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 
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MEMBERSHIP 


NEW POSTS 


Sgt. Shane Duffy Post 500, 
Taunton, Mass. Chartered 
Nov. 28 (15 members) 

Joe P. Joslin Jr. Post 23, 

Cotter, Ark. Chartered Nov. 7 
(20 members) 

Chancellor A. Keesling Post 
306, Plainfield, Ind. Chartered 
Sept. 29 (20 members) 

Operating Engineers Local 
Post No. 139, Coloma, Wis. 

Chartered Sept. 15 (14 members) 

Post 152, White Bird, Idaho 

Chartered Sept. 15 (19 members) 

Sodbusters Post 307, Sibley, 
N.D. Chartered Sept. 8 
(18 members) 

Post 589, Warrenville, III. 

Chartered Sept. 7 (18 members) 

Mike Gardino Sr. Post 410, 
Rockledge, III. Chartered Sept. 7 
(15 members) 


Ask Your VA Physician 
About Drug-Free Pain 
Treatment 


Head 

Neck 

Knee 

Back 

Shoulder 

Ankle 

Hip 



Relief Pads made in USA. Device made in Ch 


THERMA 


ZONE 


A powerful and practical drug-free treatment 
alternative used for at-home pain 
management. No ice required! 

Contact us for more information: 

(877) 901-9663 
FSS Contract # V797D-50436 


Innovative Medical Equipment 
29001 Cedar Road, Suite 325 • Cleveland, OH 44124 



NATIONAL CONVENTION 

Country singer McCoy to perform at 
banquet, serve as master of ceremonies 

Neal McCoy, a country music mainstay who has sold more than 6 million records, 
will emcee the opening of the 99th National Convention in Reno, Nev., on Aug. 22, 
and perform at the National Commander's Banquet that evening. 

The Texas native has three platinum albums and five country No. 1 singles to his 
credit, and has performed in 15 USO shows around the world. Last year, McCoy 
began reciting the Pledge of Allegiance every morning on Facebook Live; his page, 
www.facebook.com/nealmccoymusic, has racked up tens of millions of views. 

Tickets for the National Commander's Banquet are $47; those interested in 
attending should contact their department adjutants. 

AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY NIGHT WITH THE RENO ACES 

On Aug. 21, the Reno Aces baseball team will take on the Fresno Grizzlies at 
Greater Nevada Field. The game will begin at 7:05 p.m. Discounted tickets are 
available for pre-sale upon availability. Credit cards will not be charged until two 
weeks prior to game day. 

y (775)334-7018 | © www.legion.org/convention 

REGISTER FOR CONVENTION CONTESTS 

The National Convention Color Guard Contest will be at 
5 p.m. Aug. 18 in Hall 4, on the first floor of the Reno-Sparks 
Convention Center. Application forms are due in the four 
classes - Advancing & Retiring, Military, Military Open and 
Open - by July 14. 

The National Convention Band Contest will be at 1 p.m. 

Aug. 19 in rooms FI-8, on the first floor of the convention 
center. Application forms are due in the Concert Band or 
Exhibition Concert Band class by May 31. 

Participating groups in both contests will march in the National Convention 
Parade on Aug. 20. 

© www.legion.org/convention 

CONVENTION MARKETING OPPORTUNITIES 

The 2017 Convention Marketing Opportunities 
package is available online, with exhibitor and 
sponsorship information for companies wishing to reach 
the American Legion Family during its largest annual 
gathering. 

Hours for the Exhibit Hall in the Reno-Sparks 
Convention Center will be 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Aug. 18-19 
and Aug. 21, and 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Aug. 20 and Aug. 22. 

© www.legion.org/convention | Q (317) 630-1393 
Kl a.watson@legion.org 
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ACORN 

STAIRLIFTS 


*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on 
refurbished models. Only valid towards purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the 
manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders. Please mention this ad when 
calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, IVIN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, Rl 88, WA 
AC0RNSI8940B, WV WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VH07752300, PA PA101967, CT ELV 
0425003-R5. 


CALL TODAY! 


Save $250 and receive 
your FREE information 
kit with DVD! 


AcornStairlifts.com 


1 - 866 - 224-6299 


Do you or a loved one 
struggle on the stairs? 


A PERFECT SOLUTION FOR: 

S Arthritis and COPD sufferers 

✓ Those with mobility issues 

✓ Anyone who struggles on the stairs 


Ease of 
Use M 


BBB 


Acorn Stairlifts has an A+ Rating with the 
Better Business Bureau, and is the only 
stairlift in the world to earn the Ease of Use 
Commendation from the Arthritis Foundation 


riTCB MBnr fT CUTDTC only $12.95 each 
■UlJA IVlxi £l 1-D tlllvl a OR BUY ALL 3 FOR $29.85 



Medals of America Offer, 114 Southchase Blvd, Fountain Inn, SC 29644 

Enclosed is my check or money order for □ $12.95 or more OR Credit Card: vtsa 
CC#_Exp Date_CW_ 

Name_Address_ 


Call, Mail or Visit Now 

Medalsof2Lmerica.com/Special 


1 - 800 - 308-0849 


1 City_State_Zip_Phone_ 

| E-mail Address_ 

. PART#/SIZE _ 

I Offer cannot be combined with other offers. Pricing & items subject to change. Valid on select merchandise only. Offer 
only valid while supplies last, just include $12.95 per tee or get all 3 for $29.85! Allow 2-8 weeks for delivery due to 
^demand. More great military items & gear available online at www.MedalsofAmerica.com/Special. 



www.MedalsofAmerica.com 






































During the 70th annual reunion of the 12th Armored Division Assocation, Richard Keep, a member, interacts with other reunion 
attendees following a ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery. Photo by Eric Kruszewski 


HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 

12th Armored Division still going strong, 
70 years after disbanding 


More than 70 years after the 12th Armored Division was 
disbanded, its veterans and supporters continue to honor 
and remember their comrades. 

Ed Dietsch, a member of American Legion Post 123 in 
Berlin, Md., thinks of one battle buddy in particular - Alberto 
Garcia Gil, nicknamed Cookie - during the group's reunions. 

"I had my hand on his back," Dietsch recalls. "I was trying 
to push him down, but he raised himself up. I said, 'Down, 
Cookie.' He went down awfully hard and I heard a thud. A 
sniper had killed him. Everyone in the outfit liked Cookie." 

Dietsch was among the 18 members of the 12th Armored 
Division, and more than 200 family members and friends, 
who remembered Cookie and others during last year's 70th 
annual reunion in Arlington, Va. This summer they will 
celebrate the 75th anniversary of the division's formation. 

In addition to remembering their comrades, members of 
the 12th will share the unit's brief but impressive history. 

The 12th Armored Division is known by its nickname, the 
Hellcats, which conveys its toughness in combat. The 
division captured more than 72,000 enemy soldiers while 
liberating 8,500 Allied prisoners of war and tens of thousands 
of Holocaust survivors. In the division's 102 days of combat, 
the 12th lost more than 900 men. 

Dietsch, who was a medic, recalls discovering Holocaust 
victims. His memories remain vivid to this day: the stench of 
burning flesh, the massive wooden gates leading to the iron 
doors of the oven and the bodies piled up inside. 

"It was horrible," he says. "There were a lot of bodies lying 
up against stone walls. But some of them were not dead. 


They needed deeper medical treatment and medications to 
bring them around. We did the best we could do; anything 
I could do with first aid, I did it. We got them back to field 
hospitals where they gave them more treatment to try to 
build their health back up. 

"You don't forget about that too easily. I've had some 
sleepless nights thinking about it." 

Over the years, the members of the 12th have forged a 
special comradery that's now shared by their families, says 
historian Bob Scherer, whose father, Lt. Walter Scherer, 
served with the 12th. 

"My dad would talk about friends he didn't want to 
forget," Scherer says. "It's painful, but the pain gets duller. 

It's kind of like when you lose a loved one. It gets duller, but 
it's still there. It's critical to their sense of self. They know that 
without these guys, they wouldn't be who they were." 

Each year, on the first full day of the reunion, veterans and 
supporters participate in a private memorial service. 
Representatives from various units of the 12th Division read 
names of those who passed away since the previous reunion, 
then place a rose in a vase in front of their unit's plaque. 

"The memorial is a way to honor the Hellcats and 
Hellkittens (veterans' spouses)," says Wesley Ferguson, who 
served with the 12th. "I knew some whose names were read 
last year. I've lost some real good friends." 

- Henry Howard 


Watch a video of the 12th Armored Division reunion: 

® www.legion.org/honor 


56 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | MAY 2017 








NEW and IMPROVED 

DR® Field and Brush Mowers 


Faster... Easier... 
Lower-Priced! 

Mow fields, brush, 
even saplings 
with never- 
before ease! 


EVER! 


• Chip big branches up to 5.75" 
thick! 

• Self-feeding models available. 

No more force-feeding! 

• Powerful engines spin big 
flywheels (up to 62 lbs.), 
generating massive chipping 
force! 

• Models that shred yard and garden waste 
as well as CHIP branches. 


DRchipper.com 


Starting 
at just 

$799" 

PTO 

MODELS TOO! 


DRfieldbrush.com 


DRstumpgrinder.com 


Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! 

Includes product specifications and factory-direct offers. 


TOLL 

FREE 


888 - 208-5806 




^ NEW WIDE CUT MODELS for faster mowing! 
[H NEW POWER STEERING for easier handling! 
g* NEW LOW PRICES reduced up to $500! 


The DR® STUMP GRINDER uses carbide- 
tipped cutting teeth (taking 360 “bites” per 
second) to reduce any stump to a pile of 
woodchips. Grinds stumps below ground 
level so they are gone forever! 

• Quickly eliminate any stump 

without digging, burning, or 
chemicals. 


• New, more powerful and 

lower-priced models. 

• Now towable with 
your riding mower 
or ATV. 


ATTENTION: TRACTOR AND ATV OWNERS! 
NEW MODELS starting at $1399" 


FREE 

SHIPPING 

6 MONTH 

TRIAL 

EASY 

FINANCING 

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. CALL OR GO ONLINE FOR DETAILS. 



■/Yes /Yes 



x/Vo 



y Reliably Low Prices 
y tasy 7o Use Wei oSite 
yWuge Selection 

y fast Skipping =ROCK AUTO. COM = 

Www. rockaut o^com^ 4 „ THE PARTS YaLIR CAR W!LL EVER meed 


































Just $2.95 shipping 
and guaranteed delivery. 


FREE 

Geronimo 

Half-Dollar 
History Coin 

N ow own an exclusive U.S. Half- 
Dollar enhanced by Mystic to 
commemorate legendary Indian chief 
Geronimo. Worth $9.99 - it’s yours 
FREE - send just $2.95 for shipping 
and guaranteed delivery. 

A historic image of Geronimo 
has been bonded to a U.S. Half- 
Dollar. Taken in 1887, the portrait 
pictures the Apache chief during 
what was known as “Geronimo’s 
War.” This coin is available only 
from Mystic. 

Send for your free Geronimo coin 
today. You’ll also receive special 
collector’s information and other 
interesting coins on approval. Limit 
one coin. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

| Geronimo Coin FREE 

j S'Yes! Send me the Geronimo coin. ] 
!Enclosed is $2.95 for shipping and! 
! guaranteed delivery. Limit one coin.! 
! My satisfaction is guaranteed. 

i Quick order at MysticAd.com/IU106 

i Name_ ■ 

■ Address_ ■ 

1 City/State/Zip_ 1 

I [_J Check Or money order NY State residents add sales tax.l 

i □ Visa □ MasterCard Exp. Date / ■ 


Please send payment to: Mystic Stamp Company 
Dept. IU106, 9700 Mill St., Camden, NY 13316-9111 


RAPID FIRE 


PERSONAL FINANCE 



How to plan for the inevitable 


FOCUS ON 
FINANCES 

, 


JJ. M0NTANAR0 


Through my 20-plus years in financial planning, I know 
most people don't like to discuss death and disability. But 
avoiding them can cause financial trouble and even ruin. 

Consider ahead of time what's best for your estate should 
you die or become incapacitated, to minimize the headache 
and the heartache. Here are five moves to consider: 

■ Square away beneficiary designations. I've worked 
with people who inadvertently had their ex-spouse listed as 
a beneficiary on IRAs, life insurance or the like. I've even had 
cases where the ex-spouse was a joint owner on investment 
accounts. If that's your intent, fine, but in most cases it probably isn't. Examine all 
your accounts and employer benefits to ensure you've named the correct person. 

■ Include the right people in your plan. Whether you're naming an agent to 
make decisions for you in the event you can't, selecting an executor or successor 
trustee to manage things when you're gone, or choosing who will take care of your 
kids, go with the A team to make sure it's done correctly. And remember: the A 
team 10 years ago may not be the A team today. 

■ Establish a game plan. Your wishes don't instantly translate into action. To 
make things happen after you're gone, you will need to establish wills, trusts, 
powers of attorney (both medical and financial), and a letter of instruction detailing 
your wishes and providing what your key players need to know when the time 
comes. A qualified estate-planning attorney can help you assemble the plan. 

■ Update your plan. When I started in this business in the early 1990s, the estate 
tax kicked in at $600,000. That has since changed, so if the plan you're using today 
was drawn up in accord with that rule, you could face unintended consequences. In 
the same vein, financial institutions may be less likely to recognize a 25-year-old 
power of attorney than one drawn up a couple of years ago. 

■ Review your insurance. Life, disability, long-term care and health insurance all 
have direct or indirect effects on your estate planning. Have you asked yourself if 
the policy you bought 30 years ago makes sense today? If you haven't, it's time. 

JJ. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with USAA, The American Legion's 
preferred provider of financial services. Submit questions for him online. 

^ www.legion.org/usaa/focusonfinances 


EDUCATION 


Yearly cap on tuition and fees 


Q: / qualify for Post-9/11 Gl Bill benefits and am enrolled at a 
private university; for which there is a yearly tuition cap. Will I still 
receive my monthly housing allowance? 

Al VA will pay a private or foreign school lesser of the actual 
net cost for tuition and fees after any waiver, scholarship, aid 
or assistance provided directly to the institution and 
specifically designated for defraying tuition and fees, up to 
$21,970.46 for the academic year Aug. 1,2016, through July 31, 
2017. Ask your school if it participates in the Yellow Ribbon 
program to help with any extra tuition and fees once you have met that yearly cap. 
If you meet the tuition cap, the school will still certify you for your benefits to 
receive your monthly housing allowance. 


MY Gl BILL 

n 

L kl 

VETERANS & EDUCATION 

BY VALERIE HEFFNER 


Valerie Heffner is a Marine Corps veteran and member of American Legion Post 27 in 
Arizona, askvalerie@legion.org 





































"To you, it's the perfect lift chair. To me, 
it's the best sleep chair I've ever had." 


— J. Fitzgerald, VA 



We've all had nights when we just can't lie down in 
bed and sleep, whether it's from heartburn, cardiac 
problems, hip or back aches - it could be a variety 
of reasons. Those are the nights we'd give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in, one that reclines 
to exactly the right degree, raises feet and legs to 
precisely the desired level, supports the head and 
shoulders properly, operates easily even in the 
dead of night, and sends a hopeful sleeper right 
off to dreamland. 


Our Perfect Sleep Chair® is just the chair to do it 
all. It's a chair, true - the finest of lift chairs - but this 
chair is so much more! It's designed to provide total 
comfort and relaxation not found in other chairs. It 
can't be beat for comfortable, long-term sitting, TV 
viewing, relaxed reclining and - yes! - peaceful sleep. 

Our chair's recline technology 
allows you to pause the chair in 
an infinite number of positions, 
including the Trendelenburg 
position and the zero gravity 
position where your body 
experiences a minimum of 
internal and external stresses. 
You'll love the other benefits, 
too: It helps with correct spinal 
alignment, promotes back 
pressure relief, and encourages 
This lift cfiair puts you better posture to prevent 

safely on your feet! back and muscle pain. 



And there's more! The overstuffed, oversized biscuit 
style back and unique seat design will cradle you in 
comfort. Generously filled, wide armrests provide 
enhanced arm support when sitting or reclining. The 
high and low heat settings can provide a soothing 
relaxation you might get at a spa - just imagine getting 
all that in a lift chair! It even has a battery backup in 
case of a power outage. Shipping charge includes white 
glove delivery. Professionals will deliver the chair to the 
exact spot in your home where you want it, unpack 
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even carry the 
packaging away! Includes one year service warranty 
and your choice of fabrics and colors - Call now! 

The Perfect Sleep Chair® 

Call now toll free for our lowest price. 

Please mention code 106126 when ordering. 

1 - 877 - 492-4804 


Long Lasting DuraLux Leather 


Tan Chocolate Burgundy Black Blue 



DuraLux II Microfiber 

Burgundy Cashmere Fern Chocolate Indigo 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS 



RAPID FIRE 


CENTENNIAL 

Post 72, Anaheim, Calif. 

Post 72 in Anaheim, Calif., has a display case full of mementos from its 
participation in local parades, some dating back to the post's founding in 1919. 
Among them is an early photo of the post's entry in Anaheim's first Armistice 
Day Parade on Nov. 11,1920. 

Post Commander Paul Deis says he is working on cataloging Post 72's many 
trophies and certificates prior to The American Legion's centennial, which 
begins in August 2018. 


SHARE YOUR POST'S LEGACY 

Upload stories, photos and videos of your post's history on the Legion's 
Centennial Celebration website. 

© www.legion.org/centennial 


States with 

highest levels of 

active, reserve 

personnel 


California 

190,160 

Texas 

173,118 

North Carolina 

129,049 

Virginia 

117,084 

Florida 

94,288 

Georgia 

88,521 

Washington 

65,731 

New York 

50,824 

South Carolina 

50,426 

Hawaii 

49,347 

Maryland 

49,187 

Source: Governing magazine 



7 out of 10 buyers choose Generac 
Home Standby Generators to 

automatically provide electricity 
to their homes during power 
outages. GENERAC Home Standby 
Generators start at just $1,899.* 


CALL for FREE Generator 
Guide, DVD, 
and Limited Time 


$695 BONUS OFFER! 


GENERAC 


SS 877-200-6182 

FreeGeneratorGuide.com 

*Price does not include installation. 96004X © 2017 


Own the #1 Brand in Home Standby Power. 


LEGION CHARITIES 

Donate your 
vehicle to help 
Legion programs 

Owners of unused vehicles can 
donate them for tax breaks while 
benefiting American Legion 
programs. 

The American Legion Vehicle 
Donation Program accepts trucks, 
vans, SUVs, boats, motorcycles, RVs 
and more. Proceeds from auction 
sales via Insurance Auto Auctions 
(IAA) will go toward Legion charities 
and programs. IAA accepts vehicles in 
almost any condition, whether they 
can be driven or not, in all 50 states. 

Those wishing to donate a vehicle 
should fill out a form online at www. 
legion.org/donate/auto or call (844) 
353-4466. You will be contacted 
within 48 hours for free pickup 
arrangements. 

For more information about the 
program, visit www.legion.org/ 
donate/auto/faq. 




















ULTIMATE 


Diabetic Socks 




Burning Sensation? 
Loss Of Feeling? J 
Numbness? 
Tingling? mJA 


RECOMMENDED FOR 

Diabetics, Neuropathy, Edema, Poor 
Circulation, Cold & Sensitive Feet 


SAVE 50% 

off catalog price 

Only $999 set of 3 

sold only as set of 3 
same color, same size 




Shipping & Handling 

when buying any 2 sets of 3 



Non Binding Top Helps Reduce 
Pressure On Sensitive Legs & Feet 


Breathable 

lAlfo/fo Soft 

Ring-Spun Cotton Blend 


COOL • DURABLE • COMFORTABLE 

If you suffer from Diabetes or have any other foot or 
circulation problems, these socks are just for you. 
Non-binding top is specially designed to reduce 
pressure on sensitive legs and feet. Smooth toe 
seam protects delicate skin from irritating, 
rubbing or dangerous blistering. Imported in 
cloud-soft, ring-spun cotton rich blend to 
allow circulation of air, providing extra 
“breathing” power for increased 
energy to your legs for 24 hour 
comfort and support. 



♦ 24 Hour Comfort & Support ♦ Great For Men & Women 
♦ Unique Knit Keeps Feet Cool & Dry 



This product is not intended to diagnose or cure any medical condition. If symptoms persist, see your doctor. This product is solely designed for soothing therapeutic renet. 


1 - 800 - 530-2689 

Order Now Toll-Free 


Connect With 

DreamProducts.com 

IXd 0 05 ) 0 

email blog facebook pinterest google+ 


Receive A Free Surprise Gift 

with every order 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 


#566 

Indicate Color & Size Below ( 

Color 

Size 9-11 

Size 10-1 3 i 

S/3 White 



S/3 Khaki 



S/3 Black 



S/3 Ultimate Diabetic Socks @ $9.99 

$ 

CA residents must add 7.25% sales tax 

$ 

Regular Shipping & Handling Add $3.95 1st set 
FREE Shipping & Handling when buying 2 sets or more 

$ 

._ k -s FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional) 

1 ^ Add An Additional $2.95 

(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment) 

$ 2.95 

Please Print Clearly 

TOTAL 

$ 


□ VISA □ MasterCard □ Discover®/NOVUS slv, Cards 
Card# 


Exp. Date 


/ 


Name _ 


Address . 
City_ 


Zi P 


Daytime Phone #_ 


Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. 
Send Order To: 412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA 91496 


Dept. 74784 
























































COMRADES 


How to submit a reunion 

The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 

to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org or submit information via our 
website, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a weekand will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions. The American Legion Magazine 
will publish a group's listing only once a year. 


AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 

14th ACW/SOW (All Who Worked On, Flew 
On or Supported Spooky AC-47 Gunships, 
Vietnam), Nashville, TN, 9/6-10, Junior Skinner, 
(706) 636-5375, juncherski@yahoo.com; 317th 
Trp Carrier / Airlift Vets (All Eras), Charlotte, 

NC, 9/14-17, Jim Timmons, (443) 844-4711, 
jimt0708@aol.com; 739th AC&W Sqdn, 739th 
Radar Sqdn (SAGE), Wadena, MN, 9/15-16, Jimmy 
White, (218) 631-3211, sjwhite@q.com; 3973rd 
Cbt Def Sqdn (Spain), Dayton, OH, 10/2-5, 

Robert & Marcia Sterkenburg, (231) 834-9686, 
marcianbob@hotmail.com; AC-119 Gunships 
(SE Asia, 1967-1972) - Shadows & Stingers, 

Air & Ground Crew, 71st, 17th and 18th SOS, 
Friends & Families, Dayton, OH, 9/28-10/1, Ron 
Julian, (937) 319-6163, ac.119.2017@gmail.com; 
Bomb Grps Reunion - 376th, 451st, 455th, 

461 st, 464th, 465th, 484th & 485th, 15th AF, 
New Orleans, 9/14-17, Dave Blake, (913) 523-4044, 
reunion@461st.org; Minuteman Hardened 
Intersite Cable Maint Comm Trps, Denver, 8/11 - 
12, Dale Fairbanks, (303) 252-4642, craftimama@ 
aol.com; Nuclear Wps Tech Assn, Herndon, VA, 
9/14-16, Walter Sudol, (315) 941-0909, wsudol@ 
roadrunner.com; RAF Burtonwood, Kenner, LA, 
9/19-23, Jim Bentley, (813) 689-0199, jbent0214@ 
aol.com; SAC Maint Stand Eval Team Assn, 

New Orleans, 9/8-9, Bob Schrader, (562) 537-6153, 
rlsss@aol.com; Wheelus AB (Tripoli, Libya, 
1945-1970), Tucson, AZ, 9/28-30, Judy Moore, 
(540) 588-9946, jmmoore919@aol.com; WWII 
Pilots & Aircrews, New Orleans, 9/25-10/1, Tom 
Loveless, (303) 579-6633, bobford@cableone.net 

_ARMY_ 

1st Bn 77th Armd Rgt, Columbus, GA, 5/31-6/4, 
Bob Basner, P.O. Box 38, Birch Run, Ml 48415; 2nd 
Bn 94th Arty, Colorado Springs, CO, 9/3-7, Felton 
Dunnehoo, (337) 513-8320, feldun@msn.com; 

2nd Chem Bn & Attached Chem Cos - 13th, 
31st, 44th, 46th, 181st, Branson, MO, 6/27-30, 
Walter Eldredge, (225) 892-3754, waltere@cox. 
net; 3rd ARB 51st Inf Sullivan Bks (Germany, 
1962-1963), Thibodaux, LA, 8/9, Kermit Naquin, 
(985) 227-1968, kjnaquin@aol.com; 8th Inf Div 
(Europe), Las Vegas, 9/15-16, David Flores, (909) 
973-9967, aps56march@yahoo.com; 8th MP Co 
(Bad Kreuznach, Germany), Nashville, TN, 10/8- 
11, Leroy Imler, (703) 282-5700, limler@verizon. 
net; 23rd Inf Rgt (Korean War), Lisle, IL, 9/19-23, 
Jim Coulos, (630) 232-2042; 52nd Personnel Serv 
Co & 593rd GS Group (Qui Nhon, Vietnam, 
1966-1974), Seattle, 5/19-27, Richard Furman, 
(407) 617-1270, rafurman@netzero.net; 59th Land 
Clearing Co, Wisconsin Dells, Wl, 6/22-25, Larry 
Bolstad, (608) 769-1245, dagwood49@gmail. 
com; 75th Ranger Rgt, Columbus, GA, 6/26-30, 
Tom Sove, (209) 404-6394, tsove@sbcglobal.net; 
83rd Inf (WWII), Cleveland, 8/2-6, Judy Breen, 
(603) 569-3263, walkgirl250@yahoo.com; 104th 


Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 

Other notices_ 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 

We do not publish listings that seek people 
for interviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings 
must include the name of the unit from which 
you seek people, the time period and the 
location, as well as a contact name, telephone 
number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: "In 
Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 


Inf Div, Nat'l Timberwolf Pups Assn, Reno, NV, 
9/6-11, Andrew Lane, (973) 896-3521, andrewben. 
Iane@gmail.com; 148th Inf 37th Div, Port 
Clinton, OH, 8/25-26, Steve Whitcraft, (419) 203- 
8340; 179th/402nd ASHC (Vietnam), Nashville, 
TN, 10/5-8, Stan Neckermann, (314) 487-5384, 
sn1643@sbcglobal.net; 321st Trans Co (1967- 
1972), Savannah, GA, 8/13-19, Tom "Spanky" 
Edmonds, (706) 554-4993, tedmonds50@yahoo. 
com; 335th Radio Research Co (Vietnam), 

New Orleans, 9/20-24, Jim Mossman, (513) 
779-7145, very_lucky@cyberdude.com; 440th 
Sig Bn, Norfolk, VA, 10/3-5, Al Landsperger, (803) 
475-9159, w4olc@yahoo.com; 527th Personnel 
Serv Co & 593rd GS Grp (Qui Nhon, Vietnam, 
1966-1974), Tukwila, WA, 5/19-21, Dick Furman, 
(407) 617-1270, rafurman@netzero.net; 554th Eng 
(Vietnam), St. Robert, MO, 6/6-9, Tammy Milam, 
(740) 339-0553, tammymilam69@yahoo.com; 

A Co 1st/501st Inf 101st Abn Div (Vietnam), 
Branson, MO, 6/6-10, Barry Gregorich, (724) 
238-9317, barrygregorich101@yahoo.com; A Co 
1st Bn 8th Inf Rgt 4th Inf Div, Colorado Springs, 
CO, 8/14-18, Ken McCormack, (619) 997-0176, 
kenmad@cox.net; Charlie Co 2nd Bn 12th 
Inf Rgt 25th Inf Div (Vietnam), Gatlinburg, 

TN, 6/15-19, Danny Breeding, (423) 345-5000, 
veteransservice@charter.net; HHB 108th Arty 
Grp, Arlington, VA, 9/21-24, Ty Cobb, (630) 
373-7875, tec425@sbcglobal.net; Korea Defense 
Vets, Pigeon Forge, TN, 8/18-20, C. Bob Murphy, 
(828) 216-4347, crmurphy0714@gmail.com; 
Vietnam Chinook Vets, Nashville, TN, 10/5-8, 
Stan Neckermann, (314) 487-5384, sn1643@ 
sbcglobal.net 


_COASTGUARD_ 

Eastwind Assn, Portland, ME, 6/14-18, Bill Morris, 
(856) 768-3961, eastwindassociation@gmail.com; 
Westwind WAGB 281, Mobile, AL, 9/8-11, Alex 
Mavica, (845) 352-7040, amavica@optline.net 

_JOINT_ 

All Unit Bird Dog Reunion, Arlington, 

VA, 8/17-20, Del Hardiman, (703) 607-9745, 
delbert.m.hardiman.civ@mail.mil, www.afr-reg. 
com/birddog2017, Berlin Airlift Vets Assn, 

Charlotte, NC, 9/27-30, Eddie Ide, (828) 238-6297, 
bavareunion2017@yahoo.com; Burton Island 
AG 88/WAGB 283, Las Vegas, 9/11-14, Robert 
Sanchez, (505) 550-8495, rjssr52@comcast.net 

MARINES 


5th Comm Bn (Vietnam), Piercy, CA, 8/16-18, 
Brian Farrell, (707) 497-9663, tacid5@gmail.com; 
Delta Co 1/7 (Vietnam, 1965-1970), Arlington, 
VA, 9/21-23, Zachary Forester, (505) 514-8499, 
ztfiii@hotmail.com; HAWK Assn - Home of the 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th LAAM Bns, Harrisburg, 
PA, 6/20-23, Stan Buliszyn, (352) 509-2043, sb353@ 
usmchawkassociation.com; Khe Sanh Vets, 


memberships by their posts. This does not 
include a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 

IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa¬ 
tion on howto publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legion¬ 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 


Cleveland, 8/27-9/3, Tom Eichler, (773) 625-2101, 
teic1448@aol.com; Third Mar Div, Savannah, 

GA, 8/1-8, Don Gee, (215) 822-9094, gygee@aol. 
com; Whiskey Btry 1st Bn 13th Mar, Branson, 
MO, 7/26-31, Ray Hoggard, (501) 416-1213, rdhog@ 
aristotle.net 

_NAVY_ 

Altair AKS 32 / AK 257, Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/11- 

15, Dan Douglas, (203) 219-7509, ddouglas@aol. 
com; Ashland LSD 1/48, Branson, MO, 7/19-23, 
Robert Parrish, (217) 871-9706, rep1933@yahoo. 
com; Atka AGB 3, Clarksville, IN, 8/17-20, Carl 
Brown, (616) 308-4846, browncarlione@aol. 
com; Bang SS 385, New Orleans, 9/25-29, Paul 
Schramm, (269) 345-0859, inkazoo@hotmail. 
com; Belle Grove LSD 2, McKinney, TX, 7/16-22, 
Marilynn Kesslar, (713) 210-9111, mkesslar@att.net; 
Bennington CV/CVA/CVS 20, Deerfield, IL, 9/13- 

16, Loren Weers, (605) 380-1130, weerscvs20@ 
outlook.com; Bigelow DD 942, Baltimore, 10/11- 
15, Frank Calandrillo, (201) 818-9668, frankmcal@ 
aol.com; Bremerton CA 130/SSN 698, Portland, 
OR, 9/24-29, N. Polanowski, (585) 365-2316, 
rpolanowski@stny.rr.com; Caloosahatchee AO 
98, Philadelphia, 10/12-15, Mark Bienz, (540) 
899-2974, mbienz@aol.com; Canberra CA 70/ 
CAG 2, Harrisburg, PA, 10/11-15, Ken Minick, (740) 
423-8976, usscanberra@gmail.com; Chemung 
AO 30 ITaluga AO 62 Fleet Tanker Assn, San 
Antonio, 9/13-17, Robert McBrayer, (313) 928-3109, 
rmcbrayer@metroshores.net; Chilton APA 

38, Harrisburg, PA, 10/5-7, Bill Seymer, (812) 
944-4241, oldmrbill@twc.com; Constant MSO 
427, Branson, MO, 10/5-8, Gary Black, (816) 
689-6019, garyblack427@aol.com; Current 
ARS 22, Branson, MO, 9/6-10, Erik Nelson, (602) 
882-5422, dipideedo@aol.com; Dyess DD/DDR 
880 Assn, Mystic, CT, 9/25-29, Larry Cartier, 

(508) 930-8128, lcartier111@aol.com; Fechteler 
DD/DDR 870, Las Vegas, 10/1-5, Douglas Boyer, 
(208) 476-0102, boyerdouglas48@gmail.com; 
Firedrake AE 14, Rapid City, SD, 10/1-5, Don 
Gardner, (801) 255-8840, dlg63@q.com; Fiske DD/ 
DDR 842, Annapolis, MD, 8/22-24, Dick Pettingill, 
(410) 280-8856, rpettingill@verizon.net; Frank 
Knox DDR 742, Chicago, 9/13-16, Vaughan 
Kruger, (206) 466-6094, vaughankruger@yahoo. 
com; Goldsborough DDG 20, Savannah, GA, 
10/1-5, Gary Buxengard, (507) 498-3461, gnjlbux@ 
springgrove.coop; Graffias AF 29, Branson, 

MO, 9/19-23, John Morrow, (540) 442-0007, 
john_w_morrow@yahoo.com; Hamner DD 718, 
Minneapolis/St. Paul, 9/21-25, Patty Hathaway, 
(301) 262-5516, patty216@gmail.com; Harlan R. 
Dickson DD 708, Virginia Beach, VA, 10/1-4, Carl 
loveino, (203) 468-2296, hrdickson_dd708@att. 
net; Hawkins DD/DR 873, Branson, MO, 10/4-8, 
Pat Wilbiekaitis, (856) 473-5791, hawkdd873@ 
yahoo.com; Henderson DD 785, Nashville, TN, 
9/19-24, Albert Meeds, (704) 544-2041,1xhendy@ 
gmail.com; Ingraham DD 694, Philadelphia, 9/13- 
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16, Gregory Miller, (814) 695-3246, gmamflyer@ 
verizon.net; Iowa, Nashville, TN, 8/12-16, Bill 
Humienny, (718) 745-4502, billhbb61@aol. 
com; "Iron Angels" VF-141/53, VF-14 (WWII), 
VF-721R, Branson, MO, 9/25-29, Bill Luxon, (724) 
899-2108, oneezhr@zoominternet.net; James 
Madison SSBN 627, Charleston, SC, 5/17-20, 

Fred Huwe, (715) 934-4009; KepplerDD 765, 
Miami, 10/7-15, Stephen Mooney, (732) 280-2949, 
kepplerdd765@gmail.com; L.Y. Spear IKS 36, 

San Diego, 9/13-17, Patty Kelso, (913) 677-1837, 
pattykelso@usslyspear.org; Landing Craft 
Support Museum (LCS Ships 1-130), Cleveland, 
8/23-27, Dennis Steenbergen, (303) 470-1187, 
dsteenbergen1165@gmail.com; Manley DD 940 
Breakaway Grp, Branson, MO, 4/25-29, Phillip 
Fuller, (757) 482-2885, indians1pjf@cox.net; MCB/ 
NMCB 7, Newburgh, NY, 9/14-17, Denny Blaisdell, 
(419) 867-9371, mcb7ra@yahoo.com; McKean 
DD/DDR 784, Minneapolis, 9/22-24, Joe Winkel, 
(510) 351-5426, joe.winkel@comcast.net; Mount 
McKinley AGC 7, Phoenix, 9/13-17, Dave Long, 
(440) 292-7839, davidlong1944@msn.com; NTC 
Bainbridge (1943-1976), Wilmington, NC, 9/28- 
10/1, Arline Caliger, (423) 326-3654, kali8824z@ 
aol.com; Neches AO 47, Jacksonville, OK, 9/6-10, 
Johnny Hanlon, (918) 760-7371, johnnyhanlon@ 
cox.net; New Jersey BB 62, Deerfield, IL, 8/9-13, 
Bob Dingman, (603) 455-4441, bdingman@ 
metrocast.net; Okanogan APA 200, Boise, 

ID, 9/21-25, Dave Meierhoff, (620) 340-7406, 
damcsm@gmail.com; Oriskany CV/CVA 34, 
Columbus, OH, 9/24-28, Carl Vollmer, (614) 
837-0829, cvollmer43110@yahoo.com; Ray 
SSN 653, Norfolk, VA, 5/26-29, Greg "Chew" 
Howson, (912) 576-5444, gchowson@yahoo. 
com; Rupertus DD 851, Charleston, SC, 9/14-17, 
Alan Lewis, (914) 443-5496, alewis@hvc.rr.com; 
Salisbury Sound, Albuquerque, NM, 9/7-11, 

Marian Bruce, (505) 293-3841, brubru@comcast. 
net; Salmon SS 573, Kalispell, MT, 8/1-4, William 
Anderson, (406) 777-2422, bigsal573@msn. 
com; Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, NY, 9/27-30, 

Ed McCready, (804) 589-1170, emc0853@yahoo. 
com; Sargo SSN 583, Washington, 9/27-30, Mike 
Hacking, (801) 754-1183, mrhacking@cut.net; 
Simon Lake IKS 33, Mystic, CT, 9/17-21, John Craig, 
(732) 752-7534, fmfd103@aol.com; Skagit AKA 
105, Baton Rouge, LA, 10/11-14, John "Buddy" 
Luttrell, (214) 729-2105, jeluttrell1@yahoo.com; 
Spinax SS 489, Daytona Beach, FL, 10/8-13, Bruce 
Taff, (321) 452-8866, bearvalleytaff@hotmail. 
com; Terrebonne Parish LST1156, Pittsburgh, 
5/16-20, Dave Bader, (614) 296-8380, redab36@ 
wowway.com; Thomas A. Edison SSBN/SSN 610, 
Groton, CT, 10/5-8, W.T. McCance, (860) 464-6758, 
11doc@comcast.net; Tin Can Sailors, King of 
Prussia/Valley Forge, PA, 8/20-24, Terry Miller, 

(800) 223-5535, nationalreunion@destroyers.org; 
US Navy Cruiser Sailors Assn, Charleston, SC, 
5/21-26, Chris Zirps, (703) 780-6124, czirps53@aol. 
com; VP-4, Arlington, VA, 8/22-27, Larry Hames, 
larry.hames@vp4association.com; VP-6, New 
Orleans, 9/27-10/1, Jim Lamers, (703) 727-7944, 
jimlamers@comcast.net; VP-69/NW Patrol 
Sqdn, Oak Harbor, WA, 8/18-20, Daryl Phillippi, 
(503) 238-6020, darylp2p3@gmail.com; Wahoo 
SS 565, Cleveland, 9/14-16, Tom Young, (603) 
918-0166, tank@tomandshirleyyoung.com; Walke 
DD 723, Nashville, TN, 9/20-24, Gene Hansen, 

(828) 883-7231, gene@1040ha.com; Waller DD/ 
DDE 466, Charleston, SC, 10/15-19, Keith Lemons, 
(606) 365-2902, schulerlemons98@gmail.com; 
Warrington DD 843, Portland, ME, 10/11-15, Stan 
Prager, (916) 791-6700, stashuman843@msn. 
com; Washoe County LST 1165, Albuquerque, 
NM, 9/20-24, Dennis Steenbergen, (303) 470-1187, 
dsteenbergen1165@gmail.com; Wiltsie DD 716, 
King of Prussia/Valley Forge, PA, 8/20-23, Ted 
Laurila, (360) 736-3853, dd716ted@comcast.net; 
Windham Bay CVE 92, Portland, OR, 9/6-9, M.W. 
Steward, (210) 495-4845, windhambay@aol.com 

_LIFE MEMBERSHIPS_ 

Post 158, FL: Nicholas T. Graziani, Sandra M. 
Knowles 


_IN SEARCH OF_ 

1st Bn 13th Inf B Co 8th Inf Div (Baumholder, 
Germany, Aug 1966-Feb 1968), Joseph 
Buckingham Sr., (843) 715-9146, joseph. 
buckingham.sr@gmail.com 
14th Trans Bn (AM&S)(GS) (Nha Trang & Tuy 
Hoa/Phu Hiep, Vietnam, 1965-1972), Dan 
Quackenbush, (315) 436-0498, quack0711@ 
twcny.rr.com 

55th MP Co (Uijeongbu, South Korea, 1967- 
1968), Raymond Young Jr., (304) 686-2629, 
rayoung001@aol.com 
79th Trans Co (DS) (Qui Nhon & Tuy Hoa, 
Vietnam, 1965-1972), Art Harrison, (440) 
668-0019, jam1996min@aol.com 
335th Trans Co (DS) (Chu Lai & Dong Ba Thin, 
Vietnam, 1965-1971), Tom Peterson, (316) 
650-8822, gthmspeterson@gmail.com 
339th Trans Co (DS) (Nha Trang & Tuy Hoa/Phu 
Hiep, Vietnam, 1962-1968), Ralph Frank, (352) 
527-9319, rf339ds@embarqmail.com 
508th ARCT (Fort Campbell, KY, 1953), W.F. 

Barnes, barnsfam@vermontel.net 
540th Trans Co (GS) (Qui Nhon & Tuy Hoa, 
Vietnam, 1965-1971), Wayne Gallant, (916) 
543-4856, wayne.gallant@sbcglobal.net 
602nd AC&W Sqdn (Hesselberg Stn, Germany, 
1958-1960), Vern Dworshak, (612) 861-3586 
604th Trans Co (DS) (Pleiku, Vietnam, 1966- 
1973), Ken Gurbisz, (908) 489-0806, gurbisz@ 
verizon.net 

608th Trans Co (DS) (Dong Ba Thin, Vietnam, 
1967-1972), Dan Sippel, (912) 876-5017, 
dsippel@coastalnow.net 
610th Trans Co (GS) (An Khe & Da Nang, 
Vietnam, 1966-1972), Carl Woods, (620) 842- 
2180, carlewoods1948@yahoo.com 
612th QM (AD) (Fort Bragg, NC, 1977-1982), 
Kevin Soares, kevsoares@icloud.com 
A-7-28 Security (Saipan & Mariana Islands, 
1946), Paul Flynn, (617) 846-5230 
All-Service Basketball Championship 
(Constitution Whark, 1957-1958), Seattle Stu, 
(206) 517-5680, sinison@comcast.net 
C Co 801st Maint Bn 101st Abn Div (Vietnam, 
Sept 1970-July 1971), Jimmie Vespie, (423) 
369-5265 

HumboldtVJ/KVP 372 (South Boston, 1955- 
1956), Seattle Stu, (206) 517-5680, sinison@ 
comcast.net 

Surviving Crew of B-52 Bomb Mission Out 
of Andersen AFB, Guam (Saigon, July 7, 
1967), Armon Wayne Garner, (662) 256-3071, 
waynegarner@att.net 

White Star Mobile Tng Team (MAAG Laos), 

Herbert Siegel, (352) 751-2385, ltchsiegel@ 
gmail.com 


TAPS 


James H. Hall, Dept, of New Jersey. Dept. 

Cmdr. 1974-1975, Nat'l Vice Cmdr. 2005-2006, 
Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1979-1985, Nat'l 
Americanism Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1988- 
1989, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1985-1989, Nat'l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1975-1985 
and 1989-1990, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cmsn. 
Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1986-1988, Nat'l Children 
& Youth Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1985-1986, 
Nat'l Media & Comm. Cmsn. Memb. 2013-2017, 
Nat'l American Legion Magazine Cmsn. Memb. 
1990-2004, Nat'l American Legion Magazine 
Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 2004-2005 and 2006-2012, 
and Nat'l American Legion Magazine Cmsn. 
Chmn. 2012-2013. 

Carl S. Wipperman, Dept, of Washington. Nat'l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1999-2013 
and Nat'l Historian 1994-1995. 

Sam Yancey, Dept, of Missouri. Dept. Cmdr. 
1986-1987, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 
1996-2000, Nat'l Americanism Cmsn. Memb. 
1996-2000, Nat'l Conv. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. 
Memb. 2001-2004, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 
2000-2004, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 2004-2011 and Nat'l VA&R Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. 2000-2001. 
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PARTING SHOTS 


I'm not overweight. I'm just easier to see. 

I GREETED my boss this morning, 
and he told me to have a nice day. 
Who am I to argue? I turned around 
and went home. 

WHAT DO YOU CALL a wandering 
caveman? A meanderthal. 




A COUPLE were discussing a fellow 
parent they knew. 

“Isn’t it surprising that she can never 
see any faults in her children?” the 
mother asked. 

“Mothers never can,” the father replied. 

“What a silly thing to say. I’m sure I could see 
faults in our children, if they had any.” 


“No, no, it looks totally natural!” 


WoLL-yi*toODs T 

TnP On — 


TOP 20 ' 
I SECRETS... 
you womt 
S£L/£V£ 
number 7 1 


A PASTOR was famous for his sermons lasting 
exactly 22 minutes. Then, one unfortunate Sunday, 
the sermon went on for 45 minutes. 

At dinner, his wife asked what had gone wrong. 

“It was just one of those things,” the pastor 
replied moodily. “My trick is to slide a cough drop 
under my tongue just before I start the sermon. It 
always melts in exactly 22 minutes, and that way 
I know when it’s time to stop. This morning I was 
40 minutes in before I realized my cough drop was 
a suspender button.” 


A BABY SARDINE saw its first submarine and 
went swimming in terror to its mother. 

“Don’t be frightened,” she reassured him. “It’s “Click bait.” 

only a can of people.” 



LATE ONE NIGHT, a preacher was driving on a 
country road and had a wreck. A farmer stopped 
and said, “Sir, are you OK?” 

The preacher said, “Yes, I’m fine. I had the Lord 
riding with me.” 

The farmer said, “Well, you better let Him ride 
with me, because you’re gonna kill Him.” 

AN IRATE VISITOR stalked up to a beekeeper and 
said, “One of your bees just stung me, and I want 
you to do something about it.” 

“Certainly,” the beekeeper replied soothingly. 
“Just show me which bee it was, and I’ll have it 
punished.” 

“ACCORDING TO a new study, cats may have more 
potential than dogs to sniff out bombs. They just 
won’t bother to tell you.” - Seth Meyers 
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DISCOUNTS ON ORDERS OVER $25,000 
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THE 2017-W $100 AMERICAN LIBERTY 


24K GOLD HIGH RELIEF 


LIMITED AVAILABILITY 

ORDER YOURS TODAY! 

As a special thank you to rhe men and women 
who answered Ihe call ofTVT TT'Y'ft is-our 
Jrjflto thank you for your brave 

service to our great COUNTRY 

wirh a FREE 2017 1 oz. Silver American Eagle 
for each 24k $100 Gold Liberfy purchased. 


& I oz. Pure 24k Gold 
Extremely Low Mintage 
Z 225th U.S. Mint Anniversary Release 
& Government Issued IIS Legal Tender 
Sf Rare {100 Face Value 
& Struck at the Vest Point Mint 


AS SEEN IN Forbes INVESTING IN GOLD 


0tEB\ 

2017 1 oz. Silver 
American Eagle 



DEALER AT-COST OFFER 

2017 $5 GOLD 
American Eagles 


wilh each 24k Gold 
$100 Liberty purchased 

liSPM reserves iMtto withdraw, redi5ce l ps , can$elCinyDrdeir afa^fme prim to t hipmetJjKrice sutyect lo change ijl^g to volatility,Add $ 1 £-$?4 to. ^tStopirad^nfl^surapsA jjifew pHffomers qnly. 



• UNITED STATES 
PRECIOUS METALS 




FREE SHIPPING ON ORDERS OF 


VAULT CODE AL1705 
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$1000-MORE 1-800-435-0575 









TAKE A ST EP IN THE BIGHT DIRECTION! 

Tty Our Most Comfortable Men’s Shoes Ever! 


kWCED co!Tg> 


DrSchoHs 


SOFT LEATHER 

LOAFERS 


You Won’t Want To Take Them Off! 

These glove-soft leather slip-ons with manmade trim 
are extra comfortable for all-day walking ease! 
Featuring air-cooled mesh insets at the insteps, 
moisture-absorbing foam-backed fabric linings, 
padded collars, and the famous Dr. Scholl’s 
Tri-Level Comfort® insoles. A flexible TPR sole 
is treaded for traction and no-slip security. 
Order Now! 





EVA contributes 
to energy return 


Latex padding 

helps with 
shock reduction 


EVA inserts 

in heel and forepart 
for added shock 
absorption 

TPR outsole for lightweight, 
flexible comfort 


Phone/Email. 

I enclose $_ 


purchase price, and onlyjs^egjhipping & handling for my entire order. 


Please add applicable state & local sales tax for the following states: AZ, CO, FL, GA, MA, 

MN, NE, NJ, PA, Wl, & wv. FREE SHIPPING! Imported 


© 7YY-42J3K 

WHAT 

SIZE? 

WHAT 

WIDTH? 

HOW 

MANY? 

23 COPPER 




*U BLACK 




3D PEWTER 




m NAVY 




1021 TAN 





D Widths: 

7 Tk 8 8/2 9 9/2 10 
10/2 11 12 13 
*EEE Widths ($5 more per pair): 
8 8/2 9 9/2 10 10/2 
11 12 13 


] Check here for Protection Plus! (X46) 

J Expedites replacement of items lost in transit. 
Add $2.99 to protect your entire order. 


When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information 
from your check to clear it electronically. Funds may be 
withdrawn from your account as soon as the same day we 
receive your payment, and you will not receive your check 
back from your financial institution. 


100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of merchandise purchase price. 


For Faster Service Call: 1-800-543-4810 or visit www.Haband.com/bestdeals 









































